
 
 

Westside Neighborhood Council Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, October 11, 2017, 7:00 P.M. 

Westside Pavilion - 10800 W. Pico 
 
A) Call to Order: 
Ms. Tippit, WNC Chair, 7:07 PM 
 
Attendance: 
Jae Wu (Seat 1) 
Lisa Morocco (Seat 2) 
Steve Spector (Seat 4) 
Terri Tippit (Seat 8) 
Sean McMillan (Seat 9) 
Stacey Antler (Seat 10) 
Mary Kusnic (Seat 11) 
Shannon Burns (Seat 14) 
Caryn Friedman (Seat 15-alternate) 
Wendy Dox (Seat 16) 
Aaron Rosenfield (Seat 17) 
 

Seated After Start: 
Brendan Kotler (Seat 5) 
Barbara Broide (Seat 7) 
 
Not in Attendance: 
Lisa Tabor (Seat 3) 
Sarah Shaw (Seat 6) 
Colleen Mason-Heller (Seat 12) 
Francesca Beale-Rosano (Seat 13) 
 
 

B) Motion by Mr. Rosenfield to approve the September 14, 2017 minutes. A change was 
submitted by Jae denoting the designation of her alternate was missing in the roll call. 
Second: Ms. Kusnic 
Votes in favor: 2,4,8,9,10,11,14,15,16,17 
Abstentions: 1 
Not in attendance: 3,5,6,7,12,13 
10-0-1 
Passed  
 
Ms. Broide and Mr. Kotler are seated. 
 
C) Public Comment 
 
Jay Handal, Budget Advocates – We are 36 members who serve to fulfill our mission to report 
and advise the City on budgeting for services. We provide oversight to the City on these issues. 
They will want to hear from the Neighborhood Councils (NCs), as they hear from their 
constituents, on what the issues are. We have to get the City to focus on the core services that 
we expect from the taxes we pay. We want to take back our City. I also want to mention the 
Sobering Center in our area that was done behind closed doors. It was a drunk tank for people 
too drunk to be on the street, but not for people who jail was the solution. It was exposed and 
it came out. Sheila’s Kuehl’s Office finally pulled back. They cancelled the lease. More info at: 
http://citywatchla.com/. If we act like real NCs whose job it is to advise and check oversight, we 



 
 

can make a difference because we have voters on our side. We can get people to call and email 
and that matters because elected officials often get elected by only 5,000 or 6,000 people. Tell 
the Budget Advocates what your people need. Because every district has different problems. 
Kevin de Leon publicly said Neighborhood Councils were NIMBYs. Vote and tell the City Council 
that is not you. Tell the City Council the NCs matter; that you work with them and it’s not 
something to be blown off.  Mr. Handal presented the following handout: 

 
 
Cynthia Saffir – I have been working on increasing safety and decreasing crime in our 
neighborhood. Specifically I have been working on Neighborhood Watches, mainly organizing 
through Next Door. I have recruited 20 new block captains. It would be nice if you have a block 
captain list in your area, if you could send it to me. I want to thank the current Lead Officer 
Epstin, who did a fantastic presentation. I also want to be able to let people know who their 
block captains are. 
 



 
 

Ms. Tippit – You can tell people that they can be a block captain if they ask who the block 
captain is. 
 
Ms. Saffir – We are doing an Emergency Preparedness Training on Sunday Nov 3, from 2-4 at 
Fire Station 59 on Olympic and Butler. There will be signups; it’s limited to 60 people. 

 
Ms. Burns – I am the religious institutions Board Member. There is a Neighborhood Oriented 
District (NOD) in the area. Westwood Hills Congregational Church is having a huge problem with 
the psychic shop next door. The psychic has family members living there and they are using the 
church’s parking lot. There has been some verbal abuse done to the church. So, it’s time to 
enforce the NOD which prohibits psychics, massage parlors and other things.  
  
D) Officer Epstin, LAPD – I am the acting SLO while Officer Ballesteros is out on medical leave. 
West LA is very safe. We don’t have shootings; we don’t have stabbings. The biggest problem 
we have on the Westside is property crime; break-ins. We have a lot of residential burglaries in 
this area. Many go in through the back if nobody is home. The recent report, which was dated 
September 1 through yesterday, had 25 residential burglaries in the area. Car break-ins is the 
second biggest problem we have. Even if there is an empty bag, people will try for it because 
they do not know it is empty. If your car is parked in your driveway, don’t assume it’s safe. 
Don’t leave anything visible. A lot of people leave laptops in their cars. Lock it, hide it, keep it. 
Bentley, between Santa Monica and Tennessee, there are town homes and apartments. It is 
higher density and people are breaking into cars like crazy there. Even though you are in a 
parking structure, people are getting into the structure. Police on the street can’t see what is 
happening in the structure. The biggest crime day for the recent period was Fridays.  
 
Mr. Rosenfield – I reported last month the catalytic converter was sawed off my car. I wanted 
to mention that two of my neighbors checked their cameras around the time it happened and 
found that they mysteriously stopped recording. One thought was that some of the criminals 
might have wifi blockers preventing cameras from working. Is there such a thing and do we 
know if it is being used? 
 
Officer Epstin – I have not heard of that. I will pass it along to the detectives tomorrow 
morning. Point your cameras out to the street, which helps with car break-ins. I did a 
Neighborhood Watch with Cynthia. It’s incumbent on you all to come together as a 
neighborhood and watch out for yourselves. Most criminals want to stay hidden. But if your 
street is super friendly, people will move on. Know who is who in the zoo as they say. If you see 
something, let your block captain know and be visible, which discourages crime. I am always 
happy to come out and give a presentation, but Cynthia has a good program going right now. 
 
E) Stephanie Cohen, Sheila Kuehl’s District Director, (310) 231-1170, scohen@bos.lacounty.gov  
– I was here a few months ago. You will see me every so often because I have other meetings at 



 
 

the same time. We cover Venice, Santa Monica, the Palisades out to Los Feliz. More info on the 
district: http://supervisorkuehl.com/3rd-district/. We help you with navigating County 
Departments. Homelessness, Measure H: It was approved by voters in November 2016. The 
funding is a 4 cent County sales tax. This is expected to generate around $350 million. We will 
focus funds on women, seniors and transitional aged youth. The funding will move $258 million 
in July and go through service providers by an RFP process. Several RFPs have been closed and 
more will open. A lead agency, Saint Josephs will manage services in this area with a focus on 
seven specific areas. $100 million from the City/County was previously allocated in broader 
categories than the seven areas. As we continue working the problem, more focus and 
reworking is going on. Money is being released on a rolling basis. The Board just approved 
funding for women’s bridge housing in a local armory. Priority will be given to domestic 
survivors.  We know that armories are spaces that are underutilized. Hepatitis A is a public 
health crisis going on in LA. We are increasing vaccinations and trying to partner with as many 
organizations as we can to vaccinate people. If you have an organization that is working with 
the homeless population, the Dept of Public Health will come out. We are trying to help cities 
create homeless plans. The County Board approved a public works water resiliency plan. We 
know we missed out on storm water capture. A regional water plan report will come out soon. 
All new builds in unincorporated areas have to have cool roofs. They are roofs with a light color. 
There are also issues with the color of our streets that need to be addressed for cooling. Lastly, 
the Board voted to reevaluate conservatorships for the mentally ill. The Office of Public the 
Guardian will be reporting back in a couple months on this issue and how to better handle it 
given the limited resources. More info: http://supervisorkuehl.com. Sober Center: There was a 
sobering center plan by the Dept of Health Services. The department contracted with the Clare 
Foundation, a reputable treatment organization. The goal is to get people who are intoxicated 
in the public off the street, so that they can get in touch with the social services they need. We 
are also trying to resolve a public safety issue. First responders take these people to the 
hospital and have to stay in the emergency department through discharge, taking them off the 
street. The Supervisor was not thrilled with how the process moved and the location was not 
the best location. We will be looking for another location in Area 5. The community will be 
involved ahead of time. One of the big issues is discharge.   
 
F) Vanessa Serrano, Department of Neighborhood Empowerment (DONE) – I will be replacing 
Jasmine. We have had new staff hired in the department and there is a reallocation in who is 
covering which NCs. We cover 97 NCs. I have been with the department six months. I served 3 
years on my NC and served in various officer positions. Feel free to give me a call if you have 
questions. You should get your monthly profiles. The City Council will push elections to 2019. If 
you want to agendize it for earlier that is due Nov 1. Elections have been turned over to the City 
Clerk’s Office.  
 
Ms. Wu – (To the audience) In 2019, we will need Board Members for anyone who wants to be 
on the WNC.  



 
 

 
Ms. Broide – But don’t wait. Get involved first. 
 
G) Jack Sripoona, Council District 5 (CD5) Field Representative – (1) Cannabis: Measure HHH 
was passed in the City. A handful of projects have been targeted. None of the projects are in 
CD5. (2) Congratulations to Westfield and Brendon who had their grand opening; it’s a great 
destination. (3) Rancho Park archery range recently opened up. (4) Section 8 waiting list will 
open Monday October 16 at 6am and be open until October 29. (5) The linkage fee went to 
PLUM to pay as high as $15 dollars per residential square feet of construction to address LA 
housing capacity issues.  
 
Ms. Wu – Thank you for waiving the Heyler Permit Fee. Because of you, on Oct 22 from 1-4 at 
Pelham and Pico, we will have a neighborhood block party with a costume contest sponsored 
by Westside Pavilion. It is a great way to start off the holiday season. 
 
Ms. Broide – I got a phone call saying Pico has been cleaned and cleared, so thank you very 
much to the Council Office. 
 
Ms. Morocco – In San Diego because of Hepatitis A, they are talking about mitigation measures. 
Hand washing and bleaching. I was talking with a policeman and you can make things 
unattractive, so people don’t set up shop. Can you bleach; is there something we can trigger as 
a community reduce the impacts we are seeing? 
 
Mr. Sripoona – I can reach out to the Watershed Agency in the Sanitation Bureau to see what is 
possible.  
 
Ms. Broide – What can be done to set up a process for people who are living in mobile homes 
to dispose of their waste? 
 
H) Presentation from New Directions for Veterans Organization on the WLA Veteran Affairs 
Campus. They help homeless veterans get off the street and back on their feet through 
supportive programs of veterans who are homeless and dealing with trauma, transitional and 
permanent housing. They also have the first program in the country for women. 
 
Mr. McMillan – You are hearing about homelessness. We were wondering where we could get 
help now. I connected with Christina through Terri and my involvement with the homeless 
issues in our area. This is the most comprehensive A-Z program for veterans that I have seen 
out there.  
 
Christina Chaley, Director of Development for New Directions. We are not part of the VA, but 
on the grounds. We are a 501(c)3. Homelessness is a major issue. We have 4,000 homeless vets 



 
 

in LA County. It is our 25th anniversary as an organization this year. We give people a roof, bed 
and they get programs for treating substance abuse, trauma, as well as educational programs. 
We have programs to teach people to live independently. A lot of the vets that go through the 
program mentor people in the program. We have vets now working at UCLA. We have a 
culinary program, with chefs working in Marina Del Rey. We have a lot of wonderful stories to 
tell.   

 
Mr. McMillan – People get a lot of trauma from service. Many have PTSD. It is hard for people 
to reintegrate into society. This starts them off and helps with job training.  
 
Ms. Chaley – We have the first program in the country for women. We have a housing locale in 
Mar Vista. We try to get people back to their family situation. I welcome people to come take a 
site visit, because seeing is believing. It touches your heart to see what people have been 
through and what they can accomplish after going through the program. The following was 
presented: 
 



 
 

 
 
Motion by Mr. McMillan for a Neighborhood Purposes Grant (NPG) for New Directions for 
Veterans for $1,000. 
Second: Ms. Kusnic 
Votes in favor: 1,2,4,5,7,8,9,11,14,15,17 
Ineligible: 10,16 
Not in attendance: 3,6,12,13 
11-0-0 
Passed 



 
 

 
I) Presentation on proposed Zone Variance in C-4 POD Zone to operate an upscale retail store 
currently not allowed in C-4 at 2008 Westwood Blvd, (Trove). 
 
Ms. Tippit – The NOD in our area allows some things that the City restricts.  
 
Danielle Darnault, Trove – The NOD allows the consignment shop, it’s called Trove on 
Westwood Blvd. I did not research the zoning before opening the store. I am in a zone that 
allows retail, but not second hand sales. I can apply for a zone variance, which is not likely to be 
approved or I can look toward a zone reinterpretation; the zone needs to be reevaluated.  
 
Ms. Tippit – Does the NOD supersede the City? 
 
Mr. Spector – I suspect the most restrictive instance applies. 
 
Jay Greenstein, CD5 Representative – We don’t have a land use person here. It may be Faisal 
who can answer questions on this. 
 
Ms. Darnault – I want to first make sure I have the neighborhood support.  
 
Ms. Broide – We have had positive comments about having you in the area. When all these 
rules were written, second hand was very different. You have a very upscale shop. 
 
Ms. Morocco – This is a curated resale store. This is a vintage, upscale store. There are no cash 
transactions. There are no trash cans in front. There have not been residential complaints. She 
has invested in her signage. I would like to make a motion in support. 
 
Ms. Morocco makes a motion to support the business located in the WNC boundaries (Trove) to 
seek a Zoning Administrators Variance (ZV) to operate a Curated Resale shop at 2008 
Westwood Blvd, currently zoned C-4 in the Neighborhood Oriented District (NOD). 
Second: Mr. McMillan 
Votes in favor: 1,2,4,5,7,8,9,11,14,15,17 
Ineligible: 10,16 
Not in attendance: 3,6,12,13 
11-0-0 
Passed 
 
J) Lily O’Brien (LADOT), Mo Blorfroshan (LADOT), Officer Barocio – This item covers an increase 
in speed limit on Overland between Pico and Palms from 35mph to 40mph, an increase in the 
speed limit on Olympic between Century Park East and Centinela from 35mph to 40mph and 
decrease in speed limit on Motor between Manning and City limits south of Venice from 35mph 



 
 

to 30mph. More information on LA road classifications: 
http://planning.lacity.org/PolicyInitiatives/Mobility%20and%20Transportation/LA%20Street%2
0Classification%20Final%20Report%20October%202010.pdf.  
 
Ms. O’Brien – In 2010, the LAPD issued 100,000 tickets for speeding. In 2015, the LAPD issued 
17,000 speeding tickets. The reason for the decline in issuing speeding tickets is because LADOT 
fell behind in conducting speed surveys. LADOT is mandated by the State to look at 100 vehicles 
and we take the critical speed at the 85 percentile; our speed limit has to reflect the speed 
survey. We have little engineering leeway beyond 5 MPH. The City Council ordered LADOT to 
update speed surveys for the high injury network by the end of this year and for all streets by 
end of next year. We have updated 50% of streets citywide so far. We are looking at two 
speeding increases. Overland, between Pico and Palms will increase from 35mph to 40mph. 
There will be an increase in the speed limit on Olympic between Century Park East and 
Centinela from 35mph to 40mph. There will be a decrease in the speed limit on Motor, 
between Manning and the City limits south of Venice from 35mph to 30mph. It is much better 
for a police officer to be able to enforce speed limits than not be able to do so. If officers can 
enforce speed limits, it helps keep people to the speed. The limits we are setting are the lowest 
possible limits we can set. 
 
Mr. Blorfroshan – The critical speed on Overland was 46 MPH and because it was a high injury 
network, we went down to 40. State Law limits us in how we can reduce the speed limit.  
 
Officer Barocio – With the use of a laser or radar, you cannot give a ticket unless there is a valid 
speed survey on file. You do not need a speed survey for a posted school zone, the speed there 
is 25 MPH before and after school. 
 
Mr. Greenstein – Councilman Koretz does not want to see an increase in the speed. Things have 
changed on Overland since there were more lanes added. The Councilman is considering voting 
no on this proposal, but the downside to that is it does not allow these officers to cite people 
beyond the school zone and the school zone hours. Citing cannot happen unless we renew the 
survey. He is interested in getting feedback from you tonight on what to do. Councilman Koretz 
is interested in taking this issue to Sacramento if someone up there will carry a fix. We would 
like input on what to do here.  
 
Ms. Tippit – The problem we are up against is that we would love to see enforcement, but we 
know a police officer can’t be there 24/7 and with this change people can then legally go faster 
24/7.  
 
Anna Born, Principal of Overland – I would like to thank you for all the things you have done for 
the schools. I heard about this agenda item from my community. I thought the change in the 
speed limit would be to decrease the speed limit; I did not fathom the opposite would happen. 



 
 

This has been an ongoing issue for many years. Because there are so many lanes, people are 
really speeding and it is such a hazard for our families. I have heard families say they are scared 
for their families to walk on the sidewalk because they are afraid a car will go on the sidewalk. 
 
Ms. Tippit – And they have. 
 
Ms. Born – We are afraid someone will be hurt. We wanted to speak on how dangerous the 
situation is. I go 25 MPH around the school and I am scared someone is going to hit me for 
going the speed. 
 
Annette Mercer – I am a former alternate and now work at the school. I cross the street many 
times a day. There have been many accidents. Our fabulous crossing guard can tell you more. I 
doubt she has seen anyone going 25 MPH. With respect, LADOT caused this problem when they 
created more car lanes, rather than a grade separation. Should they be able to enforce the 
speed limit? Absolutely. In twenty days, the ticketer had been out three times. It is LADOTs 
responsibility to fix this problem. Build a bridge for the train and the pedestrians. Let’s assume 
someone gets killed; it’s going to happen. It has been 30 seconds away. Think about what 
would be done then and let’s do that now. 
 
Hugh Milstein – I started a Facebook Group called Stop the Wrecks on Overland: 
https://www.facebook.com/stopthewrecksoverland/. I am the dad every morning that walks 
his kid to Overland. This morning my daughter walked over blood from the wreck last week. 
The only voice I can give her is through these photos. Here is a picture of glass from accidents, 
wrecks. It’s going to be a protection issue because I don’t think we can go back in time. I feel 
like I am walking next to a freeway every morning. I am thinking of driving a block to school 
because I do not feel like I can walk safely to school.  
 
Jeff Hronek – My wife was seconds away from being hit. 
 
Mr. Milstein – How do we protect this walkway? Ballard’s? Walls? I do not know the answers; 
perhaps you do? 
 
Steve Concotelli – I live in the big apartment complex on Overland and Ashby. Thanks to LADOT 
for explaining the State Laws. Is it possible to have it rezoned or do something that can help you 
legally bring down the speeds? It’s a scary experience walking down Overland.  
 
Kathleen Lin – I’m a Overland parent and on the PTA Board, Overland has become so 
dangerous. I will not cross at Overland and Ashby because of all the danger. Thanks for 
explaining the limitations, but how can we overcome them? With all the pictures of the 
accidents; they are not just fender benders. Cars are flipping; crossing into walls; it’s really 
dangerous. 



 
 

 
Rachel Sarnoff – I have had 3 kids go to Overland. I have been walking there for 13 years. Since 
the train; it’s gotten terrifying. We started a petition in January of last year; it has 250 
signatures. She read the following petition: https://www.change.org/p/los-angeles-
department-of-transportation-board-of-commissioners-stop-putting-overland-elementary-
students-lives-in-danger. The intersection at Ashby and Overland is one of the most dangerous 
in LA. Since January of last year, parents have repeatedly contacted Councilman Koretz and 
LADOT, and nothing has been done. 
 
Mr. Greenstein – That is not true. 
 
Ms. Sarnoff – That is true. Something should be done. Install traffic arrows, means of 
separation. Do not raise the speed limit. It is legal to give tickets within the school zone. Let’s 
not raise the speed limit. 
 
Mara Howe – I am a former Overland parent. After a 16 year old student was killed on Venice 
going to Hamilton in November 2016, we called Jay and he called LADOT and we did a walk 
through. We knew it was a matter of time before we lost a child at our school. The engineers 
said this is a Class III arterial; we have to design it for 50 MPH. We said we can’t escape traffic 
that fast. They said, we need trucks going down this street and that’s how they drive. This is 
what I am asking; LADOT please do something. I have a 13 year old who likes to ride a bike and I 
want him to walk our dog. I do not let him go on Overland anymore. The electronic speed 
device got knocked down by a car and totally destroyed. This nightmare was created so a train 
could go to the ocean. 
 
Napoleon Nobay – I find it reprehensible we are going to increase the speed from 35 to 40 
MPH. Why is it only to Palms? Are there no limitations beyond that? You are putting problems 
into the hands of people who are driving and they are driving huge tanks for cars. We are asking 
people to limit their speeds voluntarily. Why don’t we have one speed limit in the area that is 
just 25 MPH? The speeds on Overland are an abomination. The LAPD can fill up their entire 
quota. 
 
Karla Madsa- I have lived on Overland for 30 years between Ashby and Coventry. I have three 
daughters. In the neighborhood, we have a preschool, an elementary school, a library and a 
park. We are centered between a train and it feels like a freeway. We cannot leave our 
windows open; we can’t hear. We can’t get out of our driveway because people are speeding. 
We cannot parallel park on Overland. We cannot ride a bike. We pay high taxes and we put up 
with a train. We should not have to put up with six lanes of traffic. It doesn’t make sense 
because they are driving too fast that the speed goes up. 
 



 
 

Imogene Rogers – I have two daughters. We use the library and the preschool. It’s a highly 
residential area. This issue was created by the widening of the street. I would like to ask if that 
is working for what it was supposed to do? I would like to know when the hours of the speed 
survey were taken? I have seen people run the red lights of the train fences. It is not acceptable 
to raise the speed limit. It’s not fair to the taxpayers of the state with so many lives at risk. 
 
Mr. Greenstein – We need to figure out ways to calm traffic on Overland. We have had many 
meetings about Ashby and Esther. There are measures coming. I don’t think its enough until we 
calm Overland Ave. We don’t want a high injury network along Overland. We need to figure out 
other ways to calm traffic. Officer Perez has cited people, mostly before 8 am. We are looking 
into a number of ways to find solutions to the problems. Jack is looking at the crossing walk 
issue; LA Unified is slowing that down.  
 
Ms. O’Brien – It does break my heart to hear that kids cannot walk on LA streets. It’s a priority 
for LADOT for pedestrians to be safe. There is program called Safe Routes to School. There are 
resources to make sure communities are safe. We will think about design solutions to make the 
streets safer. What you are saying is correct, the police cannot be on the street 100% of the 
time. Design solutions are the single best way to make the streets safer. We think it’s better to 
have enforcement in the near term. 
 
Ms. Sarnoff - That’s ridiculous, we have been looking at this for a year. It’s not a question of if, 
it’s a question of when. 
 
Mr. McMillan – In Bonin’s District, they went through a major road diet. Is there any iteration 
where you can have a road diet on Overland? 
 
Ms. O’Brien – The six lanes are mandated by LA Metro.  
 
Ms. Mercer – I disagree. LADOT approved this.  
 
Mr. Greenstein – We would like to see traffic calming as soon as the gates open. 
 
Ms. Friedman – We have been talking about this for a year. What have you been working on for 
a year that is going to fix this? You say its going to happen? When?  
 
Mr. Blorfroshan – On Ashby and Overland a protected left turn circle for northbound has been 
approved, but there is not funding as of today. Also there will be no right turn on a red during 
school hours. Signs are being made now. Exiting Ester onto Overland will be right turn only. 
Years ago, right turns on Cushdon and Ester were made to be prohibited.  
  
 



 
 

Jeff Hronek – Can there be bollard or a delineator prohibiting turns near Ashby? There is a 
posted prohibited right turn for southbound traffic on Overland, but people still turn. Maybe 
we can get some delineators there to prevent turning?  I will email you about it.  
 
Mr. Blorfroshan – We are open to prohibiting left turns from Cushdon, but the speed is not as 
bad there as when it picks up by Esther. We could look at that if people want us to. 
 
Mr. McMillan – I know LADOT is responsive. We have to be proactive, but I am going to tell you 
it takes a year. I am glad you put in for lights when you did because this stuff takes a long time 
and lot’s of pushing.  
 
Ms. Wu – For pedestrian safety, can we have flashing crosswalks to add visibility? We have 
thousands of kids walk to school and it’s important to have some visibility because cars don’t 
know people are there.  
 
Mr. Blorfroshan - That is used for uncontrolled crosswalks. 
 
Ms. Burns – Issues on Olympic are sometimes worse because there is no 25MPH. We have 
children crossing twice a day at several streets. We have documentation showing the serious 
accidents that have occurred from gunning the red light at Overland and Olympic in a 
residential area. People in that area are opposed to speed increases. We have known about the 
state law for more than a few years, and we have not seen any government officials help us.  
 
Mr. Rosenfield – Councilman Koretz I feel is an advocate for people in this neighborhood. He 
often listens to what the community has to say and I find is always trying to problem solve. Can 
we find out if this was a Metro decision or an LADOT decision? Is the Councilman on the Metro 
Board because perhaps he can help us with the relevant jurisdictional body if the problem came 
from the expansion of the lanes. 
 
Ms. Broide – Metro has a grade rail policy that set the rules for Overland. 
 
Mr. Greenstein – It is Metro policy. Councilman Koretz is not on that Board. Mike Bonin is along 
with Shiela Kuehl, Mark Ridley Thomas and others. LADOT also gave its good graces to it 
happening. But, I wanted to speak to Shannon. If we don’t have the speed increase and the 
survey updated, it ties our hands.  
 
Ms. Burns – There should be a 25 MPH limit during school time and we all know that. 
 
Mr. Kotler – Most of the issues today have nothing to do with the speed limit being changed 
because it has not been raised yet. Most drivers don’t know that tickets cannot be given 



 
 

because the survey is not updated. So, if we raise the limit, we will exacerbate the problem. 
Maybe it makes sense not to raise the limit, so people think the limit is slower? 
 
Ms. O’Brien – Regardless of what the speed limit is set to, drivers tend to drive at a speed they 
feel comfortable driving. The design of the street has the most impact on driving behavior. The 
actual speed limit does not impact people’s driving more than 1 MPH. The presence of police 
officers has already started to yield a decrease in driving speed.  
 
Jeff Hronek – Could we put a dummy car there? 
 
Ms. Tippit – Is there any hazardous analysis being done on what will happen as part of 
increasing the speed? With every 5 MPH, we should be able to see what might happen? This 
was approved by the PUC at 35 MPH, so does it have to go back to the PUC? 
 
Mr. Greenstein – I don’t know the answer to that. Let’s explore that. 
 
Ms. Broide – When were the speed surveys done? Was school in session? 
 
Ms. O’Brien – We have to do the survey during free flow traffic, not rush hour, or near 
construction zones, that would naturally affect free flow. 
 
Ms. Broide – One of the reasons speeds have increased is because there is no enforcement. 
What if you have police out say the week before the speed survey is done? The barriers on 
Overland tend to go up slower it seems, which creates the need to beat the train. The 
Westwood Charter crossing issue is a huge issue; the right lane is speeding. WSSM voted to 
oppose these and work with Mo to fight it. We would like to see warning tickets issued. 
 
Ms. Dox – When parents are so concerned about the safety of their children and when officials 
say after a year we have talked about this and now we want your opinion…why is this taking so 
long to correct with children’s lives at stake? 
 
Mr. Rosenfield – We could ask Sheila Kuehl on the Metro Board to support the community on 
this issue? 
 
Ms. Tippit – Or Mark Ridley-Thomas.  
 
Ms. Broide – Can we ask for a resurvey and mitigations? 
 
Ms. O’Brien – It’s not unprecedented to redo a speed survey. But, to me it sounds like what you 
are suggesting would unnaturally impact the speed. 
 



 
 

Ms. Broide – In a normal city, enforcement would be ongoing. 
 
Ms. Tippit – Can we ask that LAPD to do more ticketing? 
 
Mr. Greenstein – I am not clear on what you are asking for? Officer Perez has been out there 
quite often, in the morning. He issues more citations for texting than speeding. He has issued 
speeding citations and the critical area is the school zone before school. He would like to be out 
there at other times too.  
 
Ms. O’Brien – On Oct 25 this issue will be hard by the Transportation Committee in the Council. 
 
Ms. Antler leaves the meeting. 
 
Ms. Morocco makes a motion to send a letter to LA City Council Transportation Committee 
requesting that they remove (1) Overland from Pico to Palms and (2) Olympic between Century 
Park East and Centinela from the being a part of the LAMC update . 
Second: Ms. Burns 
Votes in favor: 1,2,4,5,7,8,9,11,14,15,16,17 
Not in attendance: 3,6,10,12,13 
12-0-0 
Passed  
 
Ms. Friedman, Ms. Kusnic and Wendy Dox leave the meeting. 
 
K) Proposed mixed-use project: 1855 Westwood Blvd. CF No. CPC-2016-3646-HD-VZC, VTT-
74559, ENV-2016-3647-EAF. Proposed ground up construction 5 story mixed use apartment 
complex, 33 apartment units. 3,000 sqft ground floor retail, and 2 underground parking levels.  

  
Jim Ries, 3221 Hutchison Ave, Suite D, Los Angeles, CA 90034, 310-838-2400x101, 
jim@craiglawson.com – I am with a land use consulting firm that is working on this project. We 
are trying to build much needed housing in West LA and this project is near transit.  The 
following was presented: 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

The following letters of support were provided by Mr. Ries: 
 

 
 
The following was presented by stakeholders at the meeting: 



 
 

 
 
Margaret Healy – Ms. Healy made the following statement: 
 



 
 

 
 
Julie Goldstein, 1844 Midvale #7. There is already a lot of noise. We moved here in part because 
of the zoning. This is going to increase the noise, decrease the light and obstruct our view. This 
sets a precedent and all of a sudden we are going to have a wall of large buildings. It’s a terrible 
precedent that is going to affect the quality of our lives. 
 
Bob Cimiluca – I am opposed to this project; I think it’s too big. It will be one of the bigger 
buildings on Westwood and it will set a precedent for years to come. We have a community 
plan on the books. We should be following it and not rezoning in an ad hoc fashion. 
 
Steve Rogers – Mr. Rogers made the following statement: 
 



 
 

 
 
Pat Tobias – I oppose this project. I am looking at this from the point of view of a driver of a car. 
UCLA has 20,000 employees and 20,000 students, and they go down Westwood when they 
leave work. People have had multiple run-ins with cars around there. I question the number of 
cars a commercial building would generate. This would make a big problem worse. 
 
Elizabeth Rosenstein – I appreciate the efforts the developers have made. That said, I live south 
of Missouri on Westwood. I am concerned about the precedent this sets and it will be the 
tallest building. I would not say I am opposed; I would say I am really concerned. 
 
Phil Davis – I am opposed. I think it’s a gross overreach. Twice the density than it would be. 
Unlimited height. This is a precedent setting problem.  When they talk about housing; the truth 
is there is so much capacity available under existing laws. There is lots of capacity to be had 
under existing laws. To be engaging in this spot zoning is a tirade.  
 
Justin Lee – I am an LA native. Born and raised here, and now attending graduate school at 
UCLA. In principle, I agree with a lot of points that have been made. As someone who wants to 



 
 

adopt public transportation, I think having more housing in more accessible areas is what we 
need. 
 
Teryl Scott – I am with the Midvale Plaza HOA. I appreciate the opportunity to speak. I think Jim 
and his client have done a great job in addressing a number of our concerns. We are still 
opposed. The light, the height and massive size of the building are concerns. There is a big 
difference between light filtering through trees and light not going through a building. I put this 
building in the context of the buildings that already exist on the street in a picture using Google. 
It’s twice as high as the buildings already on the street. The schools are already at capacity. The 
crossings are already…we are fighting to cross the street. Mr. Scott presented the following 
picture:  
 

 
 
Napoleon Noban – Five years ago a 79 year old man was crossing Westwood at Missouri and 
suffered numerous surgeries after being struck by an SUV. The man to this day walks like he is 
wearing a prosthesis. His life has been cut short. He is not able to cross Westwood Blvd 
following the memory of the accident. Several efforts have been made to change the traffic on 
Westwood Blvd and nothing has been done. You sit hear and listen unattentively and do 
nothing about it and come up with projects that are ill conceived, without considering the pain 
these projects will cause those of us that have been living here 44 years or more. We have 
outside promoters that come in the name of angels of progress and result in nothing but 
damage. I do not think any of us are going to be here 50 years from now and it would be a 
shame if you would bequeath future generations with canyons of monstrosities. All I hear is 
waivers for height, density. The traffic will be an abomination and I don’t think this project 
should go forward. 
 
Ms. Broide – At Missouri and Westwood, we are aware of accidents taking place. I was not 
aware of that particular accident. We have had LAPD doing ticketing. We have asked for 



 
 

flashing light crossings. However, they want people to cross at the La Grange traffic light 
because they feel the flashing lights promote false security. 
 
Noel Davies – I think that everything we feel in opposition has been noted. It’s a monstrosity 
that is oversized that will change the character of Westwood. I have been in the neighborhood 
30 plus years. A project of this scale is really concerning to me. I do not see any purpose other 
than feeding the coffers of the developer. I do not see why this need to be built higher and the 
zoning changed. I think we are in need of housing, but I cannot agree a project of this scale will 
be allowed to be built and change the character of Westwood and the neighborhood. 
 
Ms. Tippit – Jim would you like to respond to any of the comments? 
 
Mr. Ries – In terms of the zoning that is there today, the 1.5-1 FAR imposed in the 1970’s was 
created to reduce commercial development. I urge you to speak to a traffic consultant; I can 
connect you with four or five. There are significantly more trips for commercial uses. With a 
commercial project for residential we have the density, but we don’t have the floor area; so you 
have tiny units. This area has been good at stopping development. If residential could have 
been built in commercial zones they would not have changed city zones and created the RAS. I 
understand there are concerns about spot zoning. Spot zoning is something that does not 
follow the current plan. We are consistent with general plan, so we are not doing spot zoning. 
Nobody comes out happy. My client is not happy about changes and the community is not 
happy. I can build twice as much density without a waiver under a TOC.  
 
Ms. Broide – We have spent more time on this project in our Board than anything else in recent 
history. It’s not the best or worst project. But it is the canary in the coal mine. We have a 
community plan that is out of date. We know once a project is approved that does not conform 
with what Westwood looks like, we know that will be the rational for projects down the road. It 
opens the door to unlimited height. The City is not good at sticking to plans. Now you have 
community plans that are being done and it’s too late. This is our beef with the City and Jim’s 
project is here trapped in between. It contributes to a community plan that is crafted piece by 
piece. Also then this could spread to Pico. We think the project is better than it was. They were 
able to do a set back without losing square footage. We have not seen the environmental 
paperwork. The Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) is not released yet.  
 
Ms. Tippit – The biggest concern is it is setting a precedent. 
 
Ms. Broide – There is no alley there which heightens the problem. We know this city is bumper 
to bumper. We know the City is looking at all sorts of ways to incentivize housing development 
and that is a tough one. 
 
Ms. Burns – Would you be inclined to add psychic shops? 



 
 

 
Mr. Ries – They are illegal.  
 
Ms. Burns – How about the parking? 
 
Mr. Ries – There are 10 spaces for retail. There is guest parking and a minimum of one parking 
space per unit. DOT has approved the traffic study and now we are going through the 
environmental process.  
 
Mr. Kotler – It is not often the developer concedes as much as they have with this project. If the 
concessions don’t result for them, shady developers may use back channels or they may choose 
to do things by right and it may not be good. By rights can be scary. They don’t have to be here 
when it is by right.  
 
Ms. Tippit – If they go TOC, you lose your voice and it’s up to the City and you know the City 
wants units; they want housing. You have heard the Mayor. You see the cranes on Sepulveda 
and Pico. They are already talking to the people across the street about developing. It’s great 
when we have a developer who will work with us. You are not going to have it all the time.  
 
Mr. Kotler – The reason the developers are here is because the land is so valuable. The 
downside to living in a great community is that incentive is always there. What you are saying, 
about precedent setting is real. So is a precedent of labeling a community as not working with 
the developer.   
 
Ms. Morocco – A lot of stuff on this was all voluntary. We have to make sure all this work does 
not get pushed aside.  
 
Mr. Ries – The City does not like voluntary conditions. I have seen the Council Office overrule 
the City, but we have said we would do a private agreement, which I would assume is a civil 
issue, though I am not an attorney.  
 
Ms. Morocco – I just don’t know how to protect all that good work. How do you make sure it’s 
in the determination letter? 
 
Mr. Ries - I think if it’s a private agreement and we breach an agreement, then it goes to court.  
 
Ms. Morocco – I am worried about the voluntary conditions. Taking a position without an MND 
is something we need to think about. That is a big factor about what the City thinks the 
mitigations are going to be. 
 
Ms. Tippit – When will you have it? 



 
 

 
Mr. Ries – I thought we would have it by now. I keep saying next month. 
 
Mr. McMillan – I like to see data to take a position. 
 
Mr. Kotler – What other timing considerations do we have until the MND is through? 
 
Mr. Ries – We are waiting on the MND.  
 
Mr. Kotler – See ya next month. 
 
Ms. Tippit – We have to make a decision on this after seeing the MND.  
 
Mr. Reis – We will come back with the MND and we will be here to respond to questions.  
 
L) Update on the Commercial Cannabis Restriction Ordinance  
 
Ms. Tippit – As far as the cannabis, nothing has changed. They can make it on Sepulveda. Read 
what I sent you. We could have one pot shop a block. It’s our area that is to be hit the hardest. 
We really need to look at that and decide. Wesson said it was not written in rock. What 
happens if we don’t like it? 
 
Mr. Sripoona – You can write a letter.  
 
Ms. Tippit – Barbara will write a letter. I will do the letter on the LA City Council Transportation 
Committee regarding the proposed speed increases. 
 
M) Treasurer, Shannon Burns - Monthly Treasurer’s report on WNC’s Funding Program account, 
including review and approval of Purchase Card’s monthly statement—MER. Ms. Burns 
presented the MER as follows: 
 

 



 
 

 
 

Motion by Ms. Burns to approve the Purchase Card’s monthly statement MER for September 
2017 as presented. 
Second: Ms. Morocco  
Votes in favor: 1,2,4,5,7,8,9,14,17 
Not in attendance: 3,6,10,11,12,13,15,16 
9-0-0 
Passed 
 
 
Motion by Ms. Burns for approval of website maintenance for the year 2017-2018 for $100/mo, 
$1200/ billed quarterly. 
Second: Mr. Rosenfield 
Votes in favor: 1,2,4,5,7,8,9,14,17 
Not in attendance: 3,6,10,11,12,13,15,16 
9-0-0 



 
 

Passed 
 
Ms. Tippit – We will carry the Cheviot Hills HOA tree planting motion to next month. 
 
Motion by Ms. Morocco for outreach for Heyler Harvest October 22, 2017, up to $500. 
Second: Ms. Burns  
Votes in favor: 1,2,4,5,7,8,9,14,17 
Not in attendance: 3,6,10,11,12,13,15,16 
9-0-0 
Passed 
 
N) Westside Regional Alliance of Councils (WRAC) Motion, Barbara Broide. 
 
Motion by Ms. Broide: The Westside Neighborhood Council joins with the Neighborhood 
Council DWP Advocacy Committee in condemning the lack of transparency by DWP, the City 
Council, and the Mayor; and further calls for a full presentation and discussion on the new labor 
agreement to the Neighborhood Councils and Ratepayers. 
Second: Ms. Morocco  
Votes In favor: 1,2,4,5,7,8,9,14 
Abstention: 17 
Not in attendance: 3,6,10,11,12,13,15,16 
8-0-1 
Passed 
 
O) LA City Ethic Commission Lobbying Recommendations, Barbara Broide writes a letter.  
 
Motion by Ms. Broide that the WNC support the lobbying recommendations proposed by the 
LA City Ethics Commission as presented. 
Second: Ms. Morocco  
Votes in favor: 1,2,4,5,7,8,9,14,17 
Not in attendance: 3,6,10,11,12,13,15,16 
9-0-0 
Passed 
 
The following was presented: 



 
 

 
 
 
P) Discussion on defining function and duties of a Board Member including possible vote on add 
Standing Rule requiring all Board Members to complete ethics and funding training prescribed 
by DONE and the City or be subject to removal in accordance with Bylaws for inability to 
perform key duties. 
 
Motion by Ms. Burns to support a standing rule requiring all Board Members to posses proof of 
a completed City ethics and funding training as prescribed by DONE within 30 days from either 
(1) passage of this motion, (2) an election, and/or (3) expiration, or be subject to removal in 
accordance with Bylaws for inability to perform key duties. 
Second: Ms. Broide 
Votes in favor: 1,2,4,5,7,8,9,14,17 



 
 

Not in attendance: 3,6,10,11,12,13,15,16 
9-0-0 
Passed 
 
Q) Ms. Tippit – Carmel will show the project at Sepulveda and Pico next month.  
 
 
Motion to adjourn by Mr. Spector at 11:25 PM. 
Unanimous 
 
Submitted: By Aaron Rosenfield, Secretary  
 
Voting note regarding how abstentions are counted: Section 3 of the WNCs By-Laws state: 
“Except as otherwise specifically provided, an affirmative vote of a majority of those voting, not 
including abstentions, shall be required to pass motions.” 
http://wncla.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Westside-nc-approved-bylaws-amendments-
2014.pdf. 


