
Westside Neighborhood Council Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, August 9, 2018 

Westside Pavilion - 10800 W. Pico 
 

A) Call to Order: Terri Tippit, WNC Chair, 7:03 PM  
 
Jae Wu (Seat 1)  
Jeff Hronek (Seat 3)  
Kim Christensen (Seat 4)  
Barbara Broide (Seat 7)  
Terri Tippit (Seat 8)  
Sean McMillan (Seat 9)  
Stacey Antler (Seat 10) 
Colleen Mason-Heller (Seat 12)  
Jane Wishon (Seat 13)  
Ira Newlander (Seat 14) 
Caryn Friedman (Seat 15) 
Wendy Dox (Seat 16)  
Aaron Rosenfield (Seat 17)  
 
Seated After Start:  
Brendan Kotler (Seat 5) 
Elnie Vannatim (Seat 6)  
Mary Kusnic (Seat 11) 
 
Not In Attendance:  
Lisa Morocco (Seat 2)  
 
 
B) Motion by Mr. Rosenfield to approve the July 12, 2018 minutes as presented.  
Second: Ms. Antler 
Votes in Favor: 1,3,7,8,9,10,12,14,15,16,17 
Abstentions: 4,13 
Not in Attendance: 2,5,6,11 
11-0-2  
Passed  
 
Ms. Kusnic is seated. 
 
 
C) Jack Sripoona, Council District 5 (CD5) Field Representative – (1) The Councilman wants to 
temporarily ban all scooter companies in the City. It has to go through committee first. Street Services and 
DOT would be able to impound the scooters under the measure. (2) September 12th at 8 am is the 
application start date for speed humps. DOT does four sections in the Council District. We can check in to 
see if the community wants speed humps if they can pay for them. I think it’s around $5,000 per hump. 
(3) The West LA Community Plan Update will be at the Westchester Senior Center on September 8th 
from 9 am-11 am.  
 
Ms. Vannatim is seated. 
 



D) Shannon Louis, Sheila Kuehls’s Office, slouis@bos.lacounty.gov – (1) The motion for the School 
Threat Assessment Response Team (START) program is meant to reduce school shootings. These are 
mental health professional teams that will be expanded beyond the current ten staff. The recommendation 
is to develop an outreach program and to hire an expert consultant. More info: 
https://www.elac.edu/currentstudents/studentresources/emergencyalert/docs/start.pdf. (2) The County 
Homeless Initiative calls for $4.5 million to be awarded by a challenge for faster, cost effective housing 
construction. It is for innovative housing solutions addressing homelessness in LA County. More info: 
https://www.housinginnovationchallenge.com/. (3) The Department of Mental Health has an affiliation 
agreement with UCLA. A grant will increase from $1 million to $12 million, to develop a Center for 
Street Psychiatry. The program will make sure service models are state of the art. Also, the Dept of 
Mental Health is awarding grants to help increase access to mental health resources. The grant awards 
will range between $1,000 and $5,000 and is available to schools, community groups, faith-based 
organizations, etc. More info: https://calmhsa.org/wp-content/uploads/LA-County-Mini-Grants-_7-26-
2018_FINAL-POSTING-AND-DISTRIBUTION-LH.pdf.  
 
Mr. Kotler is seated. 
  
 
E) Senior Lead Officer (SLO) Chris Baker, LAPD – Near Selby and Ohio, by Saint Paul’s, an elderly 
woman was home and a 30-year-old broke into her house. She locked herself in the room and called the 
police. The person took off but left a cell phone. The suspect came back to get his cell phone and the 
person was brought into custody. In my area, the home invasions were through a window screen, possible 
stolen key and two rear doors that were smashed in. In Rick’s area, there were five smashed in back 
doors. We made three arrests on DNA, and that takes usually six months for those to process. Rick’s area 
is down 4% in burglaries and down 19% in GTAs. He is up in robberies 20%. In my neighborhood, we 
are trending downward. In March, we were up 42% and now we are up only 13%. We are up in break-ins 
of motor vehicles in my area. 
 
Mr. Hronek – Yesterday, my daughter and the nanny were walking to the train. I watched them wait for 
the train to pick them up at Westwood. I noticed a person that was a street guy approaching from the 
platform. This guy was kicking things and he was violent. He was arguing with someone I noticed and I 
went up to join my family out of concern. That is when I heard a woman yelling and the guy was walking 
away. The guy hit her apparently, I did not see it. A metro guy was there, and he pushed the button and 
asked for the police to apprehend the guy who got on the train.  
 
Mr. Baker – LAPD has now been policing the train a couple years. Former Chief Charlie Beck created a 
transit service unit of 25 officers. They have 6 officers in West LA. There is not enough. Next month, we 
will have a supervisor from transit service come speak with you. We show leniency unless there is a real 
crime.  
 
Ms. Broide – On August 2nd at Glendon and La Grange, there was a person who hit a poll and their 
license plate was left behind. He was doing circles on a lawn and almost killed two people. I am 
wondering if that person was apprehended? Also, there was a major apprehension in Beverly Hills, can 
we find out if there is a link to what has been happening in our area? 
 
SLO Baker – Yes, we have tied a couple burglaries in the area to that group. I am going to go down to the 
Pot Shop to say hello before our next meeting.  
 
Ms. Antler – Thank you.  
 



 
F)  Madelyn Alfano, owner Maria's Italian Kitchen, support for renewing 10761 Pico CUP, ZA-2018-
4187-CUB. 
 
Ms. Alfano – I am the owner of Maria’s Italian Kitchen. I live in the area and have been here for a long 
time. We are downgrading our alcohol license from a full bar to just beer and wine. We do not make 
money on it and people just like beer and wine. I have a letter that I emailed to all of you. 
 
The following was presented by Ms. Alfano: 
 
 

 



 
 

Ms. Brodie – No negative feedback on this issue was given at our most recent Westwood South of Santa 
Monica (WSSM) HOA meeting. 
 
Ms. Antler makes a motion to support the renewing of the Conditional Use Beverage (CUB) permit for 
Maria's Italian Kitchen located at 10761 Pico, ZA-2018-4187-CUB. 
Second: Ms. Mason-Heller 
Votes in Favor: 1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17 
Not in Attendance: 2 
16-0-0 
Passed 
 



G) Victor Hinderliter, Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA), presentation on what services 
the LAHSA provides, specifically pertaining to the WNC area. 
 
Mr. Hinderliter – We are a funding pass through agency that collects money from various sources and 
passes them to groups that help with homelessness. We also help with the yearly homeless point and time 
count, which is the last week in January. You are familiar with St Joseph’s Center, which is the lead 
agency in your area. My department does direct street based homeless outreach. We will have 80 teams in 
SPA 5 when we are fully up to speed. It is a long process to get people off the streets. Individuals with 
severe chronic issues will need permanent supportive housing that is subsidized and which has regular 
mental health professionals working with them. But, that is not for everyone. If someone just lost their 
job, we can assist with finding a new job and a short-term housing subsidy. 
 
Mr. McMillan – LAHSA is the leader on this issue. I have seen their presentation lot’s of times and I’ve 
worked with the group to have a greater understanding. What people want to know is: if I see something 
and I want to take action, how do I reach an outreach team? Where do we, the direct public, go? 
 
Mr. Hinderliter – You can go to: www.LA-hop.org, which is a website that allows any community 
member to request services. Include as much information as possible and specific challenges or barriers 
that you may notice. We do not have as good of a reaction time as the police. We come out 24-72 hours 
later and we come out multiple times to try to find the person. We have multi-disciplinary teams that can 
do mental health assistance and counseling right on the street. The team includes a peer who has 
experienced homelessness themselves. It includes a case manager that can go through the process of 
getting housing. We have teams that specialize in severe mental health disorders. You submit the request 
and it goes to the coordinator who sends out the most qualified team to match the request.  
 
Mr. Newlander – Is there any evidence that when you provide services, it serves as a magnet for homeless 
folks?  For example, if word gets around in Riverside that there are better services in Los Angeles. 
 
Mr. Hinderliter – The research I have seen shows that when a community provides services, it helps to 
reduce homelessness. It is rare that people become homeless in one area and then move to other areas, say 
across states. 
 
Ms. Antler – I have heard some places buy tickets and send the homeless to California. Is there truth to 
that? 
 
Mr. Hinderliter – I have not seen that, though I have heard of it anecdotally. It is different if a family 
member agrees to take responsibility for the person. 
 
 
H) Safety and Preparedness Fair 
 
Mr. Hronek – The Safety and Preparedness Fair will be November 4, 11 am – 3 pm at Overland Ave 
Elementary School. Cynthia and I have been working on this and it has been fun. Thanks to Jae and Sean 
for letting us use their office for meetings. We met with Jack and Greg in CD5 and Greg is going to take 
care of a lot of things for us. He will coordinate with some emergency services to make presentations. 
Jack is going to take care of the tables and chairs. The idea is to have a bunch of booths and presentations. 
We are going to have a fire demonstration on how to put it out with a fire extinguisher. LAPD will be 
there. There is talk about a mobile command unit, which I think would be a draw. Different vendors will 
be there presenting things for survival in the event of a disaster. We might have food tastings for dried 
packaged food. There will be a pet preparedness booth. We are going to do bike safety. There was a 



suggestion by Captain Cooper to have a scavenger hunt, so that people go to different booths. At the 
stations, people learn something and then get something that will be useful in an emergency.  
 
 
I)  Vanessa Serrano, Department of Neighborhood Empowerment (DONE) – About two months ago, the 
Palms Neighborhood Council (NC) had the intention to add as a shared area the Palms Park and Library, 
as well as part of Cheviot along the bike path in their NC. Thank you for Colleen for sharing details from 
the minutes going back a long way. We talked to that NC and asked them to show us why they thought it 
belonged in their area? They were trying to include language in their by-laws to match a map that 
included that area. Their intention to include that area has been rejected. They have the south side of the 
ten as their border according to their by laws. 
 
Ms. Tippit – The area we gave them awhile back by National was not certified. People can’t just write in 
areas to their bylaws without certification. 
 
Ms. Mason-Heller – BONC denied that area becoming part of Palms, even though we offered them the 
property willingly. It was denied because it was ceded by us and not orphaned property, which was 
required by DONE at the time. It’s the Wild West out there. People try to put things down on paper and 
take property for themselves figuring its better to ask forgiveness later than permission up front.  
 
Ms. Tippit – You, Semee and Vanessa can get together to discuss more. 
 
Ms. Serrano – You have been able to keep really good records and give us a record. I have been able to 
corroborate the things you gave us with other minutes. 
 
Ms. Tippit – So, we want to go back to the 10 freeway as our natural line.  
 
Mr. Newlander – In any motion we make, we want to make sure that we state the area is ours and has 
always been ours.  We should not be conceding anything as we seek correction to the map they prepared. 
 
Ms. Serrano – We met over Anchor Ave and looked at Club Drive on both sides. SORO NC includes both 
in their by laws and does not want to give up one side of Club Drive. If an NC wants to give something 
up, that is a different story. But they do not want to give it up. 
 
Ms. Mason-Heller – Their historic bylaws said Beverwil Drive. They took it by changing the name. 
BONC said no. So, they went to the City Council to override it. We have dues paying members in the 
Cheviot HOA in that area, and we do outreach there. They do not. It’s also a different zip code. Their 
original boundary went down the boundary of where the zip code splits. When they took it, none of the 
90064 people supported it. 
 
Ms. Whishon – I live half a block from Club Dr. and I was active in the PTA. Everyone in that area said 
they lived in Cheviot. I offended someone one time saying they lived in Beverlywood. The east side of 
Anchor identifies with Cheviot and there is a bluff there.  
 
Ms. Tippit – We are going to see this through to make sure that area is part of the WNC where it belongs. 
 
Ms. Serrano – If you would like to participate on August 14, from 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm there is Civic U and 
the 100 Cities nonprofit will be there to help make the area resilient if there is an emergency. We would 
like someone from the Board participate in the conversation. 
 



Ms. Saffir – I will go.  
 
Ms. Serrano – Just be aware there are new guidelines released for the NCs. The most significant change is 
financial officers have to renew their funding training every two years. 
 
 
J) Update on the proposed Pot Dispensary and Grow Shop at 2435 Military Ave. 
 
Ms. Tippit – A long time ago, I sent a letter to Patricia who was talking about changing the zoning. The 
City said nobody can afford that land and now the pot shop is there. 3,000 sqft of their space is a 
greenhouse and the rest is a pot shot. It’s nice inside; very upscale. We can’t say anything because there 
are only temporary permits in place, and because the City has not come through yet. They are growing for 
other shops that they own. They had a previous fire somewhere else. Why is the City allowing this across 
the street from homes? It is because they did bad planning. There is no permanent basis right now, so 
everything is being allowed on a temporary basis.  
 
Ms. Broide – Legal facilities are being allowed on a temporary basis until the State opens a permanent 
process. There is a way to show which facilities are legal and we can ask the City to close down illegal 
shops. The LA Department of Cannabis is so new and they operate in a vacuum; not coordinating with 
other departments like Planning.  
 
Motion by Ms. Broide that we request when a temporary or permanent permit is issued by the Department 
of Cannabis, there should be advanced notice provided to the relevant Neighborhood Council. 
Second: Mr. Newlander 
Votes in Favor: 1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,11,12,13,14,15,17 
Votes Against: 10,16 
Not in Attendance: 2 
14-2-0 
Passed 
 
 
K) Funding Motions 
 
Motion by Ms. Wu for the Farmer's Market ribbon cutting August 26, 2018 for funding up to $500 for 
WNC outreach at the Farmer's Market. 
Second: Ms. Dox 
Votes in Favor: 1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,15,16,17 
Not in Attendance: 2 
Not Eligible to Vote: 14 
15-0-0 
Passed 
 
Motion by Ms. Kusnic to reimburse $60.51 for the WNC Go Daddy Domain. 
Second: Ms. Wishon 
Votes in Favor: 1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,15,16,17 
Not in Attendance: 2 
Not Eligible to Vote: 14 
15-0-0 
Passed 
 



 
L) Update on Community Plan 
 
Ms. Christensen – The WNC passed a motion last month on the West LA Community Plan. We are 
finalizing the letter. 
 
Ms. Broide – We have been lumped with several NCs to the South and the next group after that will be 
with Bel Air and the Palisades. It’s a very ambitions plan, to be done in 3 years. It took us longer to do 
other plans. If it is being done so quickly, there are likely some preconceived notions. There are real long-
term questions. How do we improve our community through land use? We are asking to be put in with the 
NCs to the north of us. On Sunday, at WRAC, we said we deserve to have data about communities before 
we start. We will have related items on the agenda next month. We want meaningful community 
participation. We have to have more density, but where should it be? What are creative ways of doing 
this? People should attend the trainings for the planning 101, so people can learn the process and 
participate.  
 
 
M) Announcements - Meeting Space 
 
Ms. Tippit – I want to see if we can get the Henry Medina Building to meet at because it is easier to get 
to. The Century City Mall has a very nice room below the Macys and is our back up plan. 
 
 
N) Westside Regional Alliance of Councils (WRAC) Motions 
More information on each motion at: http://westsidecouncils.com/pending/.  
 
Motion by Ms. Broide -- The WNC supports CEQA Appeals Code Amendment of June 6, 2018 (CPC-
2018- 2657-CA ENV-2018-2658-CE) and recommends limiting the fee for residents to $250. 
Second: Ms. Christensen 
Votes in Favor: 1,3,4,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17 
Abstentions: 5 
Not in Attendance: 2 
15-0-1 
Passed  
 
Background: No formalized appeal process exists, and this amendment will allow residents to file 
appeals. A fee of $250 is reasonable for the city, which has numerous low-income residents. 
 
Motion -- The WNC requests that the City regulate personal electric scooter issues with regard to public 
safety and accessibility, with means for enforcement 
Second: Mr. Newlander 
Votes in Favor: 3,4,5,6,7,8,10,11,12,13,14,15,17 
Abstentions: 1,9,16 
Not in Attendance: 2 
13-0-3 
Passed 
 
Background: Issues include requirement for a City business permit, use of helmets, fines for blocking the 
public right-of-way.  
 



Motion -- The WNC requests that the City do an audit and assess the effectiveness of the Administrative 
Citation Enforcement pilot program for Animal Control and the Police Dept. The audit should include 
plans to implement the program in other departments.  
Second: Ms. Antler 
Votes in Favor: 1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17 
Not in Attendance: 2 
16-0-0 
Passed 
 
Background: ACE began two years ago as a pilot program in only two departments, and the program 
should be reviewed for effectiveness. ACE may be an effective program to expand to other departments, 
including DBS Code Enforcement. But, assessments are not available, on which those decisions rely. 
 
Motion -- The WNC opposes SB831, which would eliminate the FAR, floor area square footage, of 
Accessory Dwelling Units from a site’s total floor area. No compelling reason, and no planning 
justification, has been presented that demonstrates how the physical conditioned, livable space of an ADU 
is different from the physical conditioned, livable space of the primary residence on the property. 
Second: Ms. Mason-Heller 
Votes in Favor: 4,5,6,7,8,10,11,12,13,14,15,17 
Abstentions: 1,3,9,16 
Not in Attendance: 2 
12-0-4 
Passed 
 
Background: The bill would allow up to the 1,200 sf legal limit of the square footage of accessory 
dwelling units to be exempt from FAR calculations. However: 
-No compelling reason has been stated for why this specific exemption is needed. 
-By exempting the FAR for ADUs, the floor area could increase 100% for buildings in low-density 
neighborhoods. 
 -The City of Los Angeles has established 14 Floor Area Overlay Zones, and their FAR limits would be 
abolished. 
 -Local municipalities should decide FAR standards like these. 
 -ADUs are not counted in State inventories of housing units or housing units projections. 
 
Motion -- The WNC supports the community impact statement filed by the Eagle Rock Neighborhood 
Council calling for the City Council to take immediate action to comprehensively address and remedy the 
documented waste, fraud, and abuse in Los Angeles’s Deferred Retirement Option Plan (DROP). 
Second: Ms. Antler 
Votes in Favor: 1,3,4,5,7,8,9,10,12,13,14,15,16 
Abstentions: 6,11,17 
Not in attendance: 2 
13-0-3 
Passed 
 
Background: http://westsidecouncils.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/CIS-re-CF-18-0117-DROP.pdf.  
 



 



 



 
Motion to Adjourn by Mr. Rosenfield at 9:06 pm: Unanimous. 
 
Submitted: By Aaron Rosenfield, Secretary  
 
Voting note regarding how abstentions are counted: Section 3 of the WNCs By-Laws state:  
“Except as otherwise specifically provided, an affirmative vote of a majority of those voting, not including 
abstentions, shall be required to pass motions.” http://wncla.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Westside-
nc-approved-bylaws-amendments-2014.pdf.     
 
 
 


