
• SB 902 (Wiener) – This bill allows local governments to pass a zoning ordinance that is not 
subject to CEQA for projects that allow up to 10 units, if they are located in a transit-rich 
area, jobs-rich area, or an urban infill site. *As proposed to be amended on May 20, 2020. 

“The Senate came together to produce an impactful housing package that will lead to more 
housing for Californians. We face a multi-million home shortage that is driving people into 
poverty and homelessness, increasing carbon emissions, driving young people out of our 
state, and forcing people into multi-hour commutes. We must change course and prioritize 
new housing,” said Wiener. “This legislative package, building on our work over the past few 
years, is a strong step forward. To be clear, more work remains in coming years – we won’t 
solve our housing crisis in one year – but this package is progress, and I’m proud to author 
or co-author these bills.” 

  

• SB 995 (Atkins) – This bill would expand the application of streamlining the CEQA process 
to smaller housing projects that include at least 15 percent affordable housing. It also would 
broaden application and utilization of the Master Environmental Impact Report (MEIR) 
process, which allows cities to do upfront planning that streamlines housing approvals on an 
individual project level. The bill would extend and expand a program that has generated 
10,573 housing units and created nearly 47,000 jobs since 2011. 

  

• SB 1085 (Skinner) – This bill would enhance existing Density Bonus Law by increasing the 
number of incentives provided to developers in exchange for providing more affordable 
housing units.   

“We have to take smart and focused action now so that COVID-19-imposed economic 
hardships don’t make California’s housing crisis far worse. SB 1085 offers needed 
improvements to California’s density bonus law so that we can achieve real increases in the 
construction of very affordable units and moderately priced units for the ‘missing middle’: 
teachers, nurses, firefighters who can’t afford today’s market-rate prices,” said Skinner. 

  

• SB 1120 (Atkins) – This bill would encourage small-scale neighborhood development by 
streamlining the process for a homeowner to create a duplex or subdivide an existing lot in 
all residential areas. Such applications would be required to meet a list of qualifications that 
ensure protection of local zoning and design standards, historic districts, environmental 
quality, and existing tenants vulnerable to displacement. 

  

• SB 1385 (Caballero) – This bill would unlock existing land zoned for office and retail use and 
allow housing to become an eligible use on those sites. It also would extend the state’s 
streamlined ministerial housing approval process to office and retail sites that have been 
vacant or underutilized for at least three years. 

“Every year, the nation witnesses the closure of brick and mortar retailers – anchor tenants 
at large shopping malls, small strip malls, and large standalone ‘big-box’ retail stores – 
because of the shift to shopping on the Internet. This change in consumer behavior leaves 



California’s communities with vacant and underutilized retail locations, unused real estate at 
a time when the state faces an astronomical housing shortage,” said Caballero. “SB 1385 
helps the market to catch up with this real world reality by authorizing the adaptive reuse of 
these vacant parcels into desperately needed residential development. The bill will expand 
California’s housing production in the same commercial centers where people shop, get their 
haircut, and buy other goods and services. This reduces travel by vehicles, and creates an 
opportunity for some Californians to become owners, and lower the cost of housing for 
renters, by increasing supplies.” 

 


