
 

Resolution for the City of Los Angeles to declare Racism as a Public Health Crisis: 
WHEREAS decades of disinvestment of community resources as exhibited by racist Redlining of 
neighborhoods well into the 20th Century, among other factors, has created an imbalance with regard 
to access to capital and resources by Black, Indigenous and People Of Color (BIPOC); and 
 
WHEREAS on July 21, 2020 the LA County Board of Supervisors declared racism a public health crisis 
and directed county CEO Sachi Hamai to develop a strategic plan to prioritize physical and mental 
health, housing, employment, public safety and justice in an equitable way for Black residents. A report 
back is expected in 60 days, and 
 
WHEREAS LA Care Health Plan, the largest administrator of MediCal in the county of Los Angeles serving 
nearly 2.2 million members in Los Angeles County, has recognized that improving health outcomes requires 
a broad approach that addresses social, economic and environmental factors that have an impact on health 
— often called social determinants of health (SDOH)1; “If what we are paid is based on the outcomes we are 
able to produce, it begins to shift the focus and realization that … we need to begin to make investments in 
those issues that while not traditionally healthcare-related, have such a huge impact on health,” said Dr. 
Richard Seidman, chief medical officer of L.A. Care Health Plan.2; and 
 
WHEREAS the U.S. Department Of health And Human Resources’ Office of Disease Prevention and Health 
states; Discrimination on the basis of race (commonly referred to as racism) has been linked to disparities in 
health outcomes for racial/ethnic minorities. Racism has been linked to low birth weight, high blood pressure, 
and poor health status.3; and  
 
WHEREAS racism causes persistent discrimination in housing, education, employment, transportation, 
criminal justice, healthcare; an emerging body of research demonstrates that racism is a social determinant 
of health; such as exposure to lead, poor air and water quality, lack open spaces and of safe places to walk, 
bike or run, food deserts and inadequate, economic opportunities and health education, while evidence 
shows that reconnecting people to the vibrant strengths of their ancestry and culture, helping process the 
grief of past and present traumas, creating new historical narratives can have healing effects for those out of 
balance emotionally, spiritually, mentally or physically due to the generational and continuing trauma of 
systemic racism; 
 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Westside Neighborhood Council calls upon the Los Angeles City 
Council to: 

 
1) Present a motion classifying racism as a public health crisis; 

 
2) Instruct all city agencies to conduct internal reviews of their current policies that 

may inadvertently encourage racism within LA City government; and 
 

3) Instruct all city agencies to prepare individual reports from their departments 
containing detailed plans as to what methodologies can be employed to combat 
this public health crisis.  
 

Authored by Rachael Rose Lucky, President of Rampart Village Neighborhood Council 
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1 http://lacare.org/news/la-care-family-resource-centers-tackle-social-determinants-health 

2 https://www.modernhealthcare.com/article/20180825/NEWS/180829956/in-depth-payers-can-t-control-costs-without-social-determinants-of-health-model 

3 https://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/topics-objectives/topic/social-determinants-health/interventions-resources/discrimination#32 
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