
 

 
 
 

Westside Neighborhood Council 
Meeting Minutes  

November 12, 2020 6:00 pm 
 Los Angeles, CA via ZOOM 

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:05.  The Chair Terri Tippit reviewed Zoom procedures and 
procedures for public comment.  The meeting was recorded.  The next WNC meeting will be the second 
week of January, 2021.  
 
Roll call: Present were 15 board members seats: 2 - Lisa Morocco, 3 - Jeff Hronek, 4 - Kim Christensen,  5 
- Louis Schillace, 6 - Vicki Curry, 7 - Barbara Broide, 8 - Terri Tippit, 9 - Sean McMillan, 10 - Mary 
Williams, 12 - Mark Sedlander, 14 - Shannon Burns, 15 - Caryn Friedman,  17- Joanne Dorfman, 18 - 
Joseph Roth.  Absent were 2 seats: 1 - Jae Wu,11 - Mary Kusnic .  Seats 16 vacant & 19 vacant.  
 
Agenda item 2 b. Review and Adoption of MER/Treasurer's report.  
Motion Shannon Burns Seat 14 to approve monthly MER for October, 2020.  Motion second Lisa 
Morocco, Seat 2. Vote: No - 0, Abstain - 0, Yes - 15 Seats  2 - Lisa Morocco, 3 - Jeff Hronek, 4 - Kim 
Christensen,  5 - Louis Schillace,  6 - Vicki Curry, 7 - Barbara Broide, 8 - Terri Tippit, 9 - Sean McMillan, 
10 - Mary Williams,  12 - Mark Sedlander, 13 - Jane Wishon, 14 - Shannon Burns, 15 - Caryn Friedman, 
17- Joanne Dorfman, 18 - Joseph Roth.  Absent 1- Jae Wu, 11 - Mary Kusnic.  Motion passed. 
 
Agenda item 2 a. Approval of Monthly Minutes for October 8, 2020. Mary Williams, Secretary 
summarized corrections to the minutes.  October 12, 2020 Special meeting minutes will follow.  Motion 
Mary Williams, Seat 10 to approve minutes as corrected.  Motion Second Sean McMillan, Seat 9.  Vote: 
Abstain - 1, Seat 13 Jane Wishon. No - 0,  Yes - 14 Seats 2 - Lisa Morocco, 3 - Jeff Hronek, 4 - Kim 
Christensen,  5 - Louis Schillace, 6- Vicki Curry, 7 - Barbara Broide, 8 - Terri Tippit, 9 - Sean McMillan, 10 
- Mary Williams,  12 - Mark Sedlander, 14 - Shannon Burns, 15 - Caryn Friedman,  17- Joanne Dorfman, 
18 - Joseph Roth. Motion passed. 
  
Agenda item 3. Public Comment:  The Board heard public comment on non agenda items. Discussion 
about Beverly Glen South of Olympic changes/restriping will be added to the agenda for next meeting 
January, 2021.  
 
Agenda Item 4  - Community/Government Reports & Announcements 
 
Report from LAPD (SLO) Senior Lead Officer Ricardo Ballesteros - 33652@lapd.online - Officer 
Ballesteros was not present for the meeting. 
 
Report from CD5 Field Deputy Angel Izard - Angel.Izard@lacity.org 
Councilman Koretz met with Judge Carter regarding the LA Alliance Lawsuit.  Agreements have been put 
forth.  Each district has to find housing within their borders.  The archery area of Cheviot Park and/or 
Westwood Park was under consideration.  There was a lot of concern from the community.  There was a 
big coalition opposing the use of the parks, Koretz met with Judge Carter and it was agreed that the parks 
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will not be used for tiny homes.  The trailers at Rancho Park are all gone.  Parking lot is not open yet but 
will open when clean up is completed.  City Council heard a motion last week that would make it illegal to 
sleep under freeways.  The motion was highly contested.  Lots of issues on both sides.  The motion will be 
discussed again on November 24, 2020.  RE: WLA Community plan - The LA City Planning Department 
received over a 1000 emails.  The WNC letter was received.  EIR will come out early 2021. Per the 
Department of Cultural affairs, all new real estate developments have to set aside funding for cultural uses 
to benefit the neighborhood.  WNC will have $10,000 or more available that can be used for cultural or 
beautification purposes next year.  The proposed lane change on Beverly Glen will be on next month's 
(January, 2021) WNC agenda.  Jay Greenstein, CD5 traffic deputy is available and will be speaking with 
stakeholders.  Barbara Broide commented on the WNC motion that was passed regarding the WLA 
Community Plan requesting that the Planning department come back to the community with the draft plan 
and not start the EIR on a plan that the community has not reviewed. 
 
Report from Zac Gaidzik representative from LA County Supervisor SD3 Sheila Kuehl’s office 
Ballot Measure J passed stating that 10% of net county costs, unrestricted County funds will be going to 
specific services within LA County that are locally generated, such as housing, youth and mental health 
services.  Measure J will be phased in over three years.  A commission will be in charge of allocating the 
funds.  The recent November 3 election managed by LA County went very smoothly.  60-66% of 
registered voters voted.  Ballot drop boxes were a huge success.  There were over 400 ballot drop boxes 
throughout the County. The County still has provisional ballots to count.  Signature verifications are still 
ongoing.  The County has 30 days to certify the vote.  RE: Pandemic - numbers are going up.  Encourage 
people to not gather in large groups.  The County has a lot of testing capacity available of about 200,000 
per week.  There is a surplus of 100,000 tests per week.  Please take the pandemic seriously.  There was 
a question and discussion regarding issues with the Sheriff.  The office has had issues with transparency 
on the part of the Sheriff.  The Sheriff is an elected official.  
 
Seat 11 Mary Kusnic joined the meeting.  
 
Agenda Item 6a.  Board Reports, Chair Terri Tippit  
Chair Tippit discussed plans to establish an environmental Sustainability Committee.  The Board 
discussed ideas for the focus of the committee such as trees, conservation, electric vehicle promotion, 
open spaces etc.  The original idea was for the committee to keep track of trees in public spaces.  The 
WNC Chair has to be on the Sustainability Committee and the Chair of the committee has to be on the 
WNC Board but the committee members can be anyone from the community.  We need someone from the 
WNC Board to chair the committee and then organize stakeholders.  This will be discussed in January, 
2021.  WNC has a $1.8 million grant from the MTA for the Streetscape.  There was a discussion regarding 
recycling trash cans along Pico and City budget limitations that make this idea infeasible.  
 
Chair Tippit updated the Board on discussions with DONE about Selection Election.  It is still unclear how 
to proceed with the Selection Election given the constraints of CovID, issues surrounding mail in ballot 
verification and the costs associated with mail in ballots.  Last month we voted to have the City Clerk office 
pay for our mail in ballots.  DONE put in a request that this time we will do an Election only but the City 
Clerk declined that idea because our by-laws state that we must have a Selection and we have to follow 
the by-laws.  Amending the by-laws is a long process that takes a long time and currently there is a 
moratorium on by-law amendments.  We are required to give a four month notice to stakeholders.  We are 
in a holding pattern. Freddy Cupen-Ames from DONE commented that a mere motion will not suffice. 
DONE will provide notice when the by-laws can be amended.  Freddy stated that DONE is going to work 
with the Chair to figure out how the Election can happen within compliance of the current by-laws.  DONE 
will provide WNC with more details on the Selection process in the digital age.  March 2021 is the date for 
our Selection per the by-laws.  Freddy will let us know how or if we can change the Selection date.  
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Chair Tippit provided an update on the proposed redevelopment of 1936 Westwood Blvd.  The WNC 
board voted to oppose the proposal to convert it to a hotel.  The Planning Department approved the 
proposal on an appeal.  Then the proposal went to APC and the approval was overturned. That project will 
not be turning into a hotel.  Lisa Morocco recused herself from the APC vote.  There were only 3 
commissioners for the vote so the appeal passed 3 votes of 3.  
 
During the recent November 3 election there were a lot of results that impacted us locally.  Sydney 
Kamlager is seeking the State Senate seat so if Sydney is elected to the Senate, the Assembly seat will 
be open.  Karen Bass’s seat might be open.  
 
Agenda item 6b. Board report Business Representative, Lisa Morocco, Seat 2 
A lot of local businesses have closed during the pandemic.  Lisa encouraged the community to support 
local businesses and shop local.  Click Pico will be revitalized for the Holiday shopping season.  Support 
local restaurants by getting take out once a week.  The flower truck fundraiser is asking for boxes of 
cereal, soup, pasta, for the Westside Foodbank.  WNC Foodbank drive at Overland School.  November 22 
12:30-2:30 pm at Motor and Manning Griffin Club.  They have a one place drop off.  Within each of our 
HOA’s we could offer a drop off location.  Send out email offering drop off at your house.  Jeff Hronek 
offered a vehicle.  Discussion about Toy Drive for LAPD.  Update on Private FB Page for Businesses will 
be provided in January.  Since WNC is in limbo on the election we would have to set aside funds for the 
Selection Election.  
Motion Lisa Morocco Seat 2:  WNC Board will set aside $2000 for selection.  Second: Jane Wishon - Seat 
13.  There was a discussion about the timing to spend the funds prior to the end of the fiscal year. 
Abstain: - 0, No: - 0, 16 Yes - 16 Seats  2 - Lisa Morocco, 3 - Jeff Hronek, 4 - Kim Christensen,  5 - Louis 
Schillace, 7 - Barbara Broide, 8 - Terri Tippit, 9 - Sean McMillan, 10 - Mary Williams,  11 - Mary Kusnic, 12 
- Mark Sedlander, 14 - Shannon Burns, 15 - Caryn Friedman,  17- Joanne Dorfman, 18 - Joseph Roth. 
Absent:  Motion passed.  
 
Agenda item 6c. Board report from Homeless Committee Chair, Sean McMillan, Seat 9 
Deep cleaning is underway at both Cheviot and Westwood Park and that is why the gates at Cheviot are 
not open.  Sean reviewed the difference between Project RoomKey and Project Home Key, stating that 
Project RoomKey was an emergency measure and Project HomeKey is purchasing Hotels to provide 
bridge housing.  Sean provided updates on Judge Carter’s order and Judge Carters meetings with LA City 
council members.  Sean reported on a meeting of a local group that secured a land use attorney and 
organized a petition regarding the use of Cheviot Park for tiny homes.  That organization recognizes that 
we need to find something within our district to comply with Judge Carter’s order and they are working on 
suggestions and implored stakeholders to come up with ideas.  
 
Sean introduced Margaret Gillespie from Food on Foot.  Margaret Gillespie described the non-profit Food 
on Foot’s program, “a hand up not a hand out”.  Margaret described how most people end up without 
shelter.  The Food on Foot program has an 85% success rate.  Margaret described how members of the 
community partner with Food on Foot through the $98 club membership, corporate sponsorship, and other 
ways to contribute.  Sleeping bags and blankets are needed.  Margaret is also on the Cheviot Hills HOA 
Board.  www.foodonfoot.org  
 
Motion Sean McMillan, Seat 9 Second Mary Williams, Seat 10. 
Support the City Attorney report R20-0306, dated October 26, 2020, and draft Ordinance relative to 
amending the Los Angeles Municipal Code to specify the particular times and locations where it shall be 
unlawful for a person to sit, lie, or sleep on public property; and to note the suspension of two Section 
subdivisions, pending the outcome of litigation.  

3 

http://www.foodonfoot.org/


https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2020/20-1376_ord_draft_10-26-2020.pdf City Attorney report 
https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2020/20-1376_rpt_ATTY_10-26-2020.pdf 
 
with language added as summarized below. Changes are in bold. 
 

add a (3) to paragraph A as follows: 
 “(3).  by sitting, lying or sleeping, or by storing, using, maintaining or placing 
personal property in any  street, sidewalk, public right of way, or public property in any 
manner that the City Council determines that  the public health, safety,  or welfare is served 
by prohibiting any public lodging and any storage of personal property in any street, 
sidewalk, public right of way, or public  property that is incompatible with the best interests 
of neighboring or adjacent uses or public safety. 

  
Modify paragraph B as set forth below (change is in bold): 

  
B.   Upon resolution adopted by the City Council and posting of signage, at no time shall 

any person sit, lie, sleep or store, use, maintain, or place personal property in or upon any street, 
sidewalk, public right-of-way, or public property within the radius specified in the resolution (up to a 
maximum of 500 feet) of a designated facility, opened after January 1, 2018,that provides housing 
shelter, supportive services, safe parking, or storage to homeless persons where the City Council 
determines that the public health, safety, or welfare is served by the prohibition, including without 
limitation by finding that public lodging and storage of personal property adjacent to the designated 
facility is incompatible with the best interests of the facility, its occupants or users, or neighboring 
or adjacent uses or public safety.  

 
The Board heard public comment on the proposed ordinance and motion. The Board commented on the 
motion.  After public comment and Board comments, the motion was withdrawn by Sean McMillan and 
Mary Williams.  This item was closed and will be on the January, 2021 agenda. 
 
Agenda item 6d. Board report from Land Use Committee Co-Chair, Barbara Broide, Seat 7 
The proposed development for the former Wally’s location on Westwood Blvd. will be  presented to WNC 
in January, 2021 and WSSM HOA on December 1. The City Council PLUM committee held a lengthy 
meeting re: expansion of the short term rental ordinance to include second homes.  She spoke in 
opposition to the motion.  The committee voted to pass it through to City Council.  The PLUM committee 
approved amendments to the grey wall sign ordinance.   LA City Planning is presenting the Planning 101 
second webinars series.  Saturday is Plan Check and they will have a walk through on PDIS.  Go to 
Plancheck NC Website for details. 
Council motions in PLUM.  The LUC is working to set up a LUC meeting to hear details on the proposed 
project for the former Wally’s location prior to the next WNC Board meeting.  
 
Agenda item 6e. WRAC Report - Some of the motions on tonight's agenda have already been voted on 
by City Council so we do not need to vote on them tonight.  The WNC opposed the eight already so we 
don’t need to go on record again.  Now we are considering items #1, #5, #6. 
 
Motion Barbara Broide Seat 7, Second Kim Christensen, Seat 4 to support Council File 20-1174 (Koretz 
and Ryu). Whereas there are unfinished development projects citywide, which were issued building 
permits, in some instances, more than 8 years prior, such unfinished projects causing the building sites to 
become eyesores and a disturbance to abutting property owners and neighborhood residents, therefore 
the City Council is to instruct the Department of Building and Safety, in consultation with the City Attorney, 

4 

https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2020/20-1376_rpt_ATTY_10-26-2020.pdf


to prepare a report with the department’s enforcement of Municipal Code 91.106.4.4.3 to provide 
remedies such as a completion bond, which sets time limits to complete projects.  
 
The floor was opened for Public Comment on item 6e.  The Board was asked to provide comments. 
 
Vote: No - 0, Abstain - 0, Yes - 15 Seats  2 - Lisa Morocco, 3 - Jeff Hronek, 4 - Kim Christensen,  5 - 
Louis Schillace,  6 - Vicki Curry, 7 - Barbara Broide, 8 - Terri Tippit, 9 - Sean McMillan, 10 - Mary Williams, 
11 - Mary Kusnic, 12 - Mark Sedlander, 13 - Jane Wishon, 15 - Caryn Friedman, 17- Joanne Dorfman, 18 
- Joseph Roth.  Shannon Burns, Seat 14 was absent for the vote.  Motion passed. 
 
A vote on CF 20-1175 was not necessary because the motion was already voted on by City Council.  A 
vote on Council File 20-1213 (Bonin and Koretz) was not necessary because the file was already voted on 
by the City Council. 
 
Motion Barbara Broide, Seat 7, Second Kim Christensen to support and include for official input to the 
Los Angeles Department of City Planning in reference to the WRAC Member Community Plan updates, a 
delay of 6 months due to COVID19 and restrictions related to public access, meetings and participation 
and further request the following:  An appropriate assessment of how the COVID 19 and future pandemics 
will impact current and future mobility, housing, design, environmental and health and safety needs and 
concerns. Current and future data projections relevant to the task of updating all WRAC member 
Community Plans. Incorporation of an additional step in the Community Plan update timeline that allows 
for presentation of the staff draft plan and an associated public comment period, or a second and revised 
concept plan phase. Allocation of time for staff to review public comments and incorporate changes to 
reflect input prior to issuing any NOP for the start of the environmental review process. It is improper to 
issue an NOP and conduct a DEIR for a draft plan that the community has had neither the chance to see 
or review. Thorough public outreach is a must and should include all stakeholders. The Planning 
Department has not allocated proper time or resources, and the City Council must do so moving forward 
so that no stakeholders are left uninformed about the process. The floor was opened for comment. Vote: 
No - 0, Abstain - 0, Yes - 15 Seats  2 - Lisa Morocco, 3 - Jeff Hronek, 4 - Kim Christensen,  5 - Louis 
Schillace,  6 - Vicki Curry, 7 - Barbara Broide, 8 - Terri Tippit, 9 - Sean McMillan, 10 - Mary Williams,  11 - 
Mary Kusnic, 12 - Mark Sedlander, 13 - Jane Wishon, 15 - Caryn Friedman, 17- Joanne Dorfman, 18 - 
Joseph Roth.  Shannon Burns, Seat 14 was absent for the vote. Motion passed. 
 
Motion Barbara Broide, Seat 7, Second Kim Christensen to Sacramento via City Council to eliminate the 
“gut and amend” bill process. o Whereas the Sacramento Legislative process known as “gut and amend” 
eliminates transparency and public participation by misleading the intent and content of the bill being 
considered, The WNC recommends the following reform: Eliminate the “gut and amend” bill process and 
request the City of Los Angeles include in its Sacramento legislative priorities the elimination of the “gut 
and amend” bill process. 7. ADJOURNMENT: Time allocations for agenda items are approximate and may 
be shortened or lengthened at the discretion of the Chairperson. The public is requested dial *9, when 
prompted by the presiding officer, to address the Board on any agenda item before the Board takes an  
CF 20-1174 Motion to support  Projects that are unfinished projects BB read the motion. Seat #4 Second. 
The floor was opened for comment.  Vote: No - 0, Abstain - 0, Yes - 15 Seats  2 - Lisa Morocco, 3 - Jeff 
Hronek, 4 - Kim Christensen,  5 - Louis Schillace,  6 - Vicki Curry, 7 - Barbara Broide, 8 - Terri Tippit, 9 - 
Sean McMillan, 10 - Mary Williams,  11 - Mary Kusnic, 12 - Mark Sedlander, 13 - Jane Wishon, 15 - Caryn 
Friedman, 17- Joanne Dorfman, 18 - Joseph Roth.  Shannon Burns, Seat 14 was absent for the vote. 
Motion passed. 
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Chair Terri Tippit reviewed items that are carrying over to January’s agenda:  the City Council file on the 
Homeless, Beverly Glen restriping, Land Use Wally’s Project, the former Elon Musk property.  Lisa 
Morocco will have an update on Pick Pico and the MTA Streetscape project. 
 
There was a discussion about community forums for the Beverly Glen changes.  Freddy emailed the 
Board links to  DOT traffic studies.  The Neighborhood Council can write a letter to our City Council 
member on the matter. 
 
A member of the Safety Fair Committee confirmed that the virtual Safety Fair is set for March 7, 2021.  
 
Freddy advised that the City Attorney needs to review the complaints that were filed with DONE.   A 
possible cure is to re-agendize the motion.  Terri asked for clarification on procedures for closing the list 
for public comment.  The City Attorney is working on a document for guidance on how to best address 
public comment and the fine line of the Brown Act and First Amendment rights.  Freddy answered 
questions regarding Zoom protocols and questions regarding burden of proof for stakeholders.  If a 
member of the public is registered as a lobbyist, they must identify as such or identify the organization that 
they represent.  Freddy reviewed the requirements for the minutes. 
  
Motion Lisa Morocco, Seat 2; Second Joseph Roth Seat 18 to adjourn.  Vote: No - 0, Abstain - 0, Yes - 
15 Seats  2 - Lisa Morocco, 3 - Jeff Hronek, 4 - Kim Christensen,  5 - Louis Schillace,  6 - Vicki Curry, 7 - 
Barbara Broide, 8 - Terri Tippit, 9 - Sean McMillan, 10 - Mary Williams,  11 - Mary Kusnic, 12 - Mark 
Sedlander, 13 - Jane Wishon, 15 - Caryn Friedman, 17- Joanne Dorfman, 18 - Joseph Roth.  Shannon 
Burns, Seat 14 was absent for the vote. Motion passed. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:42 pm. 
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