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The Westside Neighborhood Council recognizes the need for positive solutions to the state’s affordable 
housing crisis, specifically as it relates to workforce and low-to-moderate income housing.  Solutions 
should involve legislation that 1) focuses on increasing the production and supply of truly affordable 
housing; 2) does not compromise public safety or the environment; and 3) respects principles of 
democracy, local land use control and self-determination of local governments to expand housing 
opportunities unique to their jurisdictions. 

WNC supports Senate Bill 15 (Portantino) and Senate Constitutional Amendment 2 (Allen and Wiener) as 
examples of positive legislation that forward the goal of achieving more affordable housing consistent with 
these principles.  

 

SB15 info  SB 15 (Portantino): 
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB15. This bill is a re-
introduction of SB 1299 (also by Sen. Portantino), which passed in the Senate but died in the Assembly 
last session (reasons unclear). What would SB 15 do? The bill would provide cities with incentive grants 
to voluntarily rezone “idle”2 big-box retail or shopping center sites to allow development of workforce 
housing; cities would be repaid for lost retail taxes over a period of seven years. For a synopsis of the 
predecessor bill (SB 1299), see a support letter from the League of CA Cities: 
http://blob.capitoltrack.com/19blobs/f0713531-b6c6-403f-a17a-02c8385340fb.  

SCA 2 info:  SCA 2 (Allen & Wiener): 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SCA2. This bill is a re-
introduction of SCA 1 (also by Senators Allen and Wiener), which passed in the Senate but died in the 
Assembly last session (reasons unclear). What would SCA 2 do? The bill proposes repeal of Article 34 of 
the California Constitution – an outdated, 1950 amendment to the Constitution, originally sponsored by 
the California Realtors Association (CRA), that discourages public housing: it prohibits cities and counties 
from building or buying low-rent/publicly financed affordable housing projects without voter approval. CRA 
now supports the repeal of this Article. 4 Note: SCA 1 was supported by a diverse coalition of 
groups/entities: the City of Los Angeles, CRA and California YIMBY are all listed in the legislative 
analyses as “co-sources” or “co-sponsors” of SCA 1. Numerous other cities and statewide organizations 
supported the bill. 5 There was no opposition. At this writing, a resolution to support SCA 2 hasn’t been 
introduced in City Council; presumably, the City’s prior support still stands.  
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