
Westside Neighborhood Council
Meeting Minutes

April 08, 2021 6:00 pm
Los Angeles, CA via ZOOM

1     WELCOMING REMARKS:
Call to Order at 6:05 pm.  Terri Tippit opened the meeting and reviewed Zoom procedures.  The
meeting was moderated by Jane Wishon.  Lorenzo Briceno from DONE was present. Roll Call:
Present were 16 seats:1 - Jae Wu, 3 - Jeff Hronek, 4 - Kim Christensen, 5 - Louis Schillace, 6 - Vicki
Curry, 7- Barbara Broide, 8 - Terri Tippit, 10 - Mary Williams, 12 - Alt Bob Keehn, 13 - Jane Wishon, 14 -
Shannon Burns, 17 - Joanne Dorfman, 18 - Joseph Roth, 19 - Jose Lustre. Vacant: 1 Seat 16.
Absent: 4 Seats 2 - Lisa Morocco, 9 - Sean McMillan, 11 - Mary Kusnic, 15 - Caryn Friedman.  Seat 12
Alt. Bob Keehn joined the meeting after roll call.

2.   ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS
a. Secretary, Mary Williams Review and adoption March 11, 2021 WNC Meeting minutes Motion:
Mary Williams, Seat 10 to approve minutes as corrected. Second Jane Wishon, Seat  13. Vote: No: 0
Abstain: 1 Seat 5 - Louis Schillace. Yes: 12 Seats 1 - Jae Wu, 3- Jeff Hronek, 4 - Kim Christensen, 6 -
Vicki Curry, 7- Barbara Broide, 8 - Terri Tippit, 10 - Mary Williams, 13 - Jane Wishon, 14 - Shannon
Burns, 17 - Joanne Dorfman, 18 - Joseph Roth, 19 - Jose Lustre. Absent: 4 Seats 2 Lisa Morocco,
Seat 9 - Sean McMillan, 11 - Mary Kusnic, 15 - Caryn Friedman. Vacant:1 - Seat 16. Ineligible: 1
Seat 12 Alt. Bob Keehn

b. Selection for Non-Profit Seat 16 - Karriann Hinds, Vista Del Mar. Terri introduced Karriann Hinds.
Motion: Jane Wishon, Seat, 13 to nominate Karriann Hinds for the nonprofit Seat 16. Second
Shannon Burns, Seat 14. Vote: No: 0 Abstain: 0 Yes: 14 Seats 1 - Jae Wu, 3- Jeff Hronek, 4 - Kim
Christensen, 5 - Louis Schillace, 6 - Vicki Curry, 7 - Barbara Broide, 8 - Terri Tippit, 9 - Sean McMillan,
10 - Mary Williams, 13 - Jane Wishon, 14 - Shannon Burns, 16 - Jose Lustre, 17 - Joanne Dorfman, 18
- Joseph Roth. Absent: 3 Seat 2  - Lisa Morocco, 11 - Mary Kusnic, 15 - Caryn Friedman. Vacant: 1 -
Seat 16.   Sean McMillan Seat 9 arrived before the vote. Ineligible: 1 Seat 12 - Alt Bob Keehn.

Terri inquired about the training that is necessary for Alternates to vote.  Lorenzo Briceno, WNC liaison
from DONE, responded and clarified voting eligibility for Alternates.  Alternates need to complete Code
of Conduct training.   That training is sufficient to participate in NC matters including counting for a
quorum.  Funding training is necessary to vote on any financial matters.  There was a question about
the necessity of the Ethics training to vote on financial matters.  Lorenzo added that Ethics training is
also necessary to vote on financial matters.  Bob Keehn confirmed that he has completed Code of
Conduct.  Lorenzo commented that it also depends on the by-laws.  Code of Conduct training will
suffice for purposes of quorum.  Alternates need to complete the Code of Conduct training every two
years.  Shannon commented that several alternates were removed as alternates because they had not
completed Code of Conduct training.

c. Treasurer, Shannon Burns Monthly Treasurer’s report on WNC’s Funding Program account,
including review and approval of  Purchase Card’s monthly statement--MER for March 2021.
Shannon reviewed the monthly financial report. Motion: to approve monthly treasurer’s report,
Shannon Burns, Seat 14. Second: Jane Wishon, Seat 13. Vote: No: 0 Abstain: 0 Yes: 15 Seats 1 -
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Jae Wu, 3- Jeff Hronek, 4 - Kim Christensen, 5 - Louis Schillace, 6 - Vicki Curry, 7 - Barbara Broide, 8 -
Terri Tippit, 9 - Sean McMillan, 10 - Mary Williams, 13 - Jane Wishon, 14 - Shannon Burns, 16 - Jose
Lustre, 17 - Joanne Dorfman, 18 - Joseph Roth. Absent: 3 Seats 2  - Lisa Morocco, 11 - Mary Kusnic,
15 - Caryn Friedman. Ineligible 2 Seats 12 - Alt Bob Keehn, 16 - Karriann Hinds.

Mary Kusnic joined the meeting.

3. PRESENTATION (discussion and possible action items):
a. No presentations

4. COMMUNITY/GOVERNMENT REPORTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS:
a. LAPD, Ricardo Ballesteros LAPD. Officer Baker is on vacation.  Crime: there has been a slight
uptick in GTA’s, aggravated assault is up by one due to a homeless on homeless assault.  The West LA
Division now has a task force for homeless encampments. They went into Westwood Park and did
outreach all week.  If there are any offenses, LAPD has to give a warning before they can issue a
citation.  There is a large encampment on Cotner & Nebraska off the freeway.  Last night an RV caught
on fire.  They issued a lot of citations and impounded vehicles.  The task force went to Expo and
Barrington where there are a lot of homeless.  They did not have time to go to Military today but visited
there two days in a row recently.  A few tents were within the 3’ ADA violation but nobody was in the
tent so the tent could not be moved or cited.  Last week he visited the same location and noticed they
had power from an unknown source.  The individuals in the encampments have TVs, microwaves,
stoves and it is a fire hazard.  LAPD returned and found the individuals had tapped into a DWP power
connection and the connection was hidden under a mat. They tapped into a DWP power source.  He
was there for 3 hours waiting for DWP to show up. DWP came out and poured concrete to cover the
opening so that it would not happen again. The Military and 10 Freeway encampment now has no
power so some of the individuals moved out.  Officer Ballesteros asked for a letter or some type of
message to the encampments to keep the location clean. LAPD asked the individuals at the
encampment to put the trash in a pile so that sanitation can pick it up.  Cotner is clean now but there
are problems on Pontius.  The structures on Pontius are very large.  The only violation that allows
LAPD into encampments is ADA violations.  They have to check every day for violations.  If the
encampment is attached to private property, LAPD can issue a citation.
Burglary in the area is up.  There have been a lot of bicycles stolen from condo subterranean garages.
Subterranean garage vehicles have not been locked, the car owners are still leaving their key fobs in
their cars.  Please do not leave key fobs in cars. Officer Ballesteros summarized how the citations filter
through the system, communications with the City Attorney’s office and stay away orders.  There was a
long discussion about trash and sanitation for the encampments and how WNC, CD5 and LAPD can
coordinate with the County, City and other government departments and agencies.  The floor was
opened for public comment and questions.  A question was asked about the difference between LA and
surrounding areas like Beverly Hills and Redondo Beach where there are no encampments.  Officer
Bellesteros responded that there are a lot of laws that prevent the LAPD from doing much to enforce
violations at encampments.  There have been a lot of court cases and settlements and agreements that
the City has entered into that protect the rights of the homeless.  Another participant commented that
she had recently listed her house for sale and a prospective buyer canceled their appointment to see
their home due to the presence of an encampment nearby on Military.   Officer Ballesteros responded
that he visits encampments almost daily and he sympathized with how encampments impact the
perception of the area.  There are very few options for issuing citations, ADA compliance is one.  Once
a citation is issued LAPD can do a preliminary investigation, find out if there are any outstanding
warrants, if the individual is within their conditions of parole, etc.  If they are clear but in violation of
something they issue a citation.  Arrest report goes to the City Attorney.  If they violate ADA or other
conditions, the LAPD can pursue stay away orders. If the citation isn’t cleared, the next time he can
ask for a stay away order.  Shannon Burns asked about the encampment on Purdue between Pico and
Tennessee, outside of the WNC.  Prior to issuing citations they will visit the encampment and offer
services.  Kim Chistensen asked about the trash and why we can’t get dumpsters.  Officer Ballesteros
responded that the locations that have containers, the containers are filled within a short period of time
with large bulky items such as sofas and mattresses. Mary Williams asked about a program of green
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colored trash bags so that sanitation knows it is trash that can be picked up. Barbara Broide asked if we
could implement a “trash” laminated sign program. Terri commented that WNC will work with LAPD to
support them in their efforts of patrolling the encampments.

Lisa Morocco joined the meeting during the above discussion at 6:48 pm.

Zac Gadzik, zgaidzik@bos.lacounty.gov - Supervisor Kuehl’s office.  COVID case rates have
declined in LA County so that the county has moved to the Orange tier.  Small Business Department of
Consumer Affairs LA Regional Recovery grant fund applications are open April 5 - April 10 for certain
classes of businesses.  Visit www.LACOVID fund.org. On April 15, 2021 vaccine eligibility will open up
for everyone over age of 16.  Inoculations are at 700,000 per week.  The goal is to get up to 1,000,000
inoculations per week by the end of the month.

Angel Izard, angel.izard@lacity.org - In response to the questions earlier, for the Pico & Bentley
encampment there was a pilot trash bag program coordinated with LA City Sanitation.  The bags were
dropped off and the plan was to have a regular pick up day.  Before the program kicked off, that
encampment was disbursed.  The Council office will support our efforts.  Something to consider is that
when we add this type of program, it can attract more trash.  Current motions in LA CIty Council:
electric vehicle charging stations motion so that new multi family buildings and new construction are
equipped for a carbon free future.  Allocate funding for a site for homeless individuals who are victims
of sex trafficking.  Resolution to support state bill AB54 single use plastics.  Motion to instruct planning
to report back on feasibility of expanding the interim hotel conversion ordinance to include commercial
office buildings.  The City Controller Ron Galperin did an analysis of various LA city governmental
offices.  The committee that normally would implement recommendations was ‘let go” to minimize the
number of council committees.  Koretz put in motion to have that responsibility sent to another
committee. The emergency rental assistance program is still in effect and applications are open until
April 30.  The floor was opened for questions and comments.

5. BOARD REPORTS (including discussion and possible action items):
a. Chair Terri Tippit asked Jeff Hronek, the WNC Safety Chair to speak.  There are concerns about
kids returning to school safely with the hazard presented by homeless encampments.  Jeff is going to
help enforce safe school zone laws.  Jeff has spoken to the SLOs and they are aware of the issue.
LAPD is doing everything they can do.  The community needs to keep their eyes on the encampments
email Jeffrey wncsafety@icloud.com.  CD5 will look into what can be done legislatively but the decision
of the Boise case makes it challenging.  There is designated staff on the DOT to facilitate
implementation of the safe routes to school.  Angel Izard commented that she will discuss at the next
CD5 staff meeting and look into what could be done legislatively to support safe routes to school.

Terri Tippit led a discussion about the mail delivery issues with the Exposition/Rancho Park post office.
A few years ago the supervisor of the post office attended a WNC meeting.  Some areas are not getting
their mail, mostly areas that don’t have a regular mail carrier.  There are a lot of complaints.  Terri
reached out to Karen Bass’s office.  Terri will continue efforts to coordinate with the US Postal Service.
Kim commented that the post office is understaffed. When a person has a day off there is no one to
cover that day. The federal government is refusing to fill and replace staff vacancies.  We need to reach
out to the Postmaster General in Pasadena.

A trash receptacle map was distributed to WNC Board members.  The map is of City trash receptacles
throughout the area.  Please check to make sure the receptacles actually exist.  Terri encouraged board
members to be mindful of trash receptacles and make sure they are getting picked up.  This resulted
from Councilman Koretz’s meeting with the Department of Public Works.

b. Business Outreach Chair, Lisa Morocco, Seat 2. Lisa recapped the Shop Local event.  The Shop
Local banner is above Westwood Blvd under the bridge of the former Westside Pavilion and it will be up
through September, 2021.  Over 300 posters and over 5,000 masks were distributed to WNC
businesses.  Traffic on the WNC website is up so the outreach is generating more awareness of WNC
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and WNC businesses.  The Spring Clean Up is ongoing and continuing.  Send in photos.  5000 door
hangers have been ordered and will be distributed throughout the community.  Plans are underway for
a sidewalk event to encourage shopping at WNC businesses. The event will be a “Coffee Crawl”.
WNC will provide coffee and the shops will have tables set up outside.  WNC Mugs will be given away
as part of the event. Motion: Lisa Morocco, Seat 2 to approve a budget of $832.50 for an additional
144 mugs. Second Jae Wu, Seat 1.  The prior budget approved the first 144 mugs so there will be a
total of 288 mugs. Vote:  No: 0 Abstain: 0 Yes: 16 Seats 1 - Jae Wu, 2  - Lisa Morocco, 3 - Jeff
Hronek, 4 - Kim Christensen, 5 - Louis Schillace, 6 - Vicki Curry, 7 - Barbara Broide, 8 - Terri Tippit, 9 -
Sean McMillan, 10 - Mary Williams, 11 - Mary Kusnic, 13 - Jane Wishon, 14 - Shannon Burns, 16 - Jose
Lustre, 17 - Joanne Dorfman, 18 - Joseph Roth. Absent:1 Seat 15 - Caryn Friedman. Ineligible 2
Seats 12 - Alt Bob Keehn, 16 - Karriann Hinds.

Motion: Lisa Morocco, Seat 2 for a NPG to provide FOWLA $1,000.00 to Pacific Graffiti Solutions for
clean-up supplies and to clean up tree wells. Second: Shannon Burns, Seat 14.  The tree wells seem
to attract trash and weeds.  FOWLA gave them $10,000 to purchase a truck to clean up the area.  This
motion is for supplies. VOTE:  Vote:  No: 0 Abstain: 0 Yes: 16 Seats 1 - Jae Wu, 2  - Lisa Morocco, 3
- Jeff Hronek, 4 - Kim Christensen, 5 - Louis Schillace, 6 - Vicki Curry, 7 - Barbara Broide, 8 - Terri
Tippit, 9 - Sean McMillan, 10 - Mary Williams, 11 - Mary Kusnic, 13 - Jane Wishon, 14 - Shannon Burns,
16 - Jose Lustre, 17 - Joanne Dorfman, 18 - Joseph Roth. Absent: 1 Seat 15 - Caryn Friedman.
Ineligible 2 Seats 12 - Alt Bob Keehn, 16 - Karriann Hinds.

c. Homeless Committee, Sean McMillan. Sean provided an update on West LA Homeless
(www.WLAH.org) the non-profit that was established to fund a multi-disciplinary task force that will be
hired by The People Concern and serve the WNC area plus the adjacent Westwood HOA area by
connecting the homeless to City and County resources. WLAH has raised approximately $110,000 and
is actively seeking additional donations.  The People Concern is ready to launch the program soon.
This solution provides significant impact.  LAHSA does not have the people power to effectively
outreach and engage with all of the homeless in our area.  WLAH is following the model of the Pacific
Palisades Task Force on Homelessness (PPTFH).  Mary Williams provided details on the WLAH
GoFundMe campaign to raise $100,000 and plans for a Connect Day.

d. WRAC, Jane Wishon -nothing to report

e. Planning Committee, Barbara Broide and Kim Christensen
Regarding the appeal fee increase cost recovery motion, the PLUM hearing was supposed to happen
two days ago but was postponed due to technical difficulties. The meeting was adjourned and the item
will come up again.  The rescheduled meeting will happen as a “special meeting”, meaning there will
only be a 24 hour notice.  Barbara asked if we could send a position letter from WNC to CD5, the
PLUM committee and the Planning Department for this hearing.  The temporary wall sign program was
also on the agenda for the same meeting.  There was no decision made about the letter.

Barbara asked Angel if there is any progress on Councilman Koretz’s motion to include opposition to
SB9 & SB10 in the City’s annual legislative package. The “duplex” bill (as referred to in the media)
would split single family lots into two lots but in reality each lot can contain a total of three structures so
the “duplex” title is misleading.  A lot that is currently zoned R1 could end up with 6 dwellings.
Neighborhood councils have found the language approved to revise and restructure zoning code by the
Recode LA City Planning Processes and Procedures is problematic because neighborhood councils
will not have as much authority to weigh in on planning matters.

There are currently five developments within WNC. There will be a presentation next month at a WNC
special meeting to review plans for the former Wally’s location on Westwood Blvd.  WSSM has been
working with the developer.  The developer has been sensitive to community feedback. The developer
heard the concerns of the community and redesigned the project after receiving community input.  This
development has the potential to be a model development of what Westwood Blvd. should look like.
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Regarding the Cloud Kitchen, the WNC LUC is having difficulty convincing the City that this project
should not be approved “by right” because of all of the traffic this type of site will generate. A letter is
being sent in to planning.  Kim Chistensen is tracking two developments on Santa Monica Blvd.  They
are 10350 Santa Monica Blvd., conversion of an office bldg. to office condo and 10390 Santa Monica
Blvd. conversion of an office building to medical office use.  Medical offices generate a lot more traffic.
Joseph is tracking a housing project at 1852 S. Bentley, a five story 11 unit project that will replace a
single family residence.

Nearby at Mar Vista Neighborhood Council, the Albertson’s site location developer, who has owned the
property for many years, is coming back to Mar Vista NC with a proposal for a large multi-family
development.  That Neighborhood Council might come to us for support.  There is a Plan Check
meeting on Saturday.  The Metro joint development program had a meeting yesterday to discuss the
use of land that has been used for staging and tunneling. They have50 lots to develop that may have
affordable housing provisions.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  The floor was opened for public comment.

Motion: Jane Wishon, Seat 13 to adjourn the meeting. Second: Jae Wu, Seat 1. VOTE:  Vote: No: 0
Abstain: 0 Yes: 16 Seats 1 - Jae Wu, 2  - Lisa Morocco, 3- Jeff Hronek, 4 - Kim Christensen, 5 - Louis
Schillace, 6 - Vicki Curry, 7 - Barbara Broide, 8 - Terri Tippit, 9 - Sean McMillan, 10 - Mary Williams, 11 -
Mary Kusnic, 13 - Jane Wishon, 14 - Shannon Burns, 16 - Jose Lustre, 17 - Joanne Dorfman, 18 -
Joseph Roth. Absent: 1 15 - Caryn Friedman. Ineligible: 2 Seats 12 - Alt Bob Keehn, 16 - Karriann
Hinds.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:11 pm.
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