
LUC and Homeless WNC MOTIONS November 11, 2021 

HOMELESS 

CF21-4118-S15 https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2021/21-4118-S15_mot_10-20-21.pdf 

Motion: 

WNC supports CF21-4118-S15 §41.18 (c) of the Los Angeles Municipal Code that designates the 
following locations for enforcement against sitting, lying, sleeping, or storing, using, maintaining, or 
placing personal property, or otherwise obstructing the public right-of-way, up to the maximum distance 
and effective for the maximum period of time prescribed, and as further detailed in the Code: 
1. Palms Park, 2950 Overland Ave - Public Park and Day Care Center  
2. Notre Dame Academy, 2911 Overland Ave – School 
3. Harlow and Bagley, Interstate 10 - Underpass  
4. Encino Park, 16953 Ventura Blvd - Public Park  
5. Sepulveda and Interstate 10 – Underpass 
 
LUC 
 
CF21-0002-S186 https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2021/21-0002-s186_reso_11-02-21.pdf 

Motion:   

The Westside NC supports Council File 21-0002-S186 which seeks to include in the City's Sacramento 

lobbying portfolio, the procurement of a State legislative or administrative action that will allow theCity to 

include SB 9 implementation in an addendum to the City's Housing Element.  This would allow for the 

incorporation of SB 9 sites to be included and counted as part of the assessment of Adequate Sites for 

Housing inventory in the City's Housing Element.   

Background: An important issue for WNC agenda is the motion introduced by CM Koretz Tuesday 

regarding SB 9 and the Housing Element. 

Background:  Councilmember Koretz has introduced a motion that would charge the City's Sacramento 

lobbyist with the task of seeking a mechanism (through HCID administratively or via the Legislature) to 

permit LA to submit an addendum to the earlier submitted Housing Element that would allow the City to 

include the implementation of SB 9 in the inventory of potential housing locations.  (Although SB 9 has 

been adopted and will come into force on January 1, as of this time the State does not permit cities to 

include and count SB9 sites as potential housing sites.  The State will allow housing that is created as a 

result of SB 9 implementation as units produced during the reporting period, but not in the inventory of 

available sites.  Including these locations in the Adequate Sites for Housing inventory would reduce the 

need to rezone as many properties as is currently required.  The motion seeks to acknowledge the impact 

that the new law will have on local land use and housing production in coming years.  The fact that the 

law had not been adopted when the guidelines for the current Housing Element were issued should not 

preclude the City's ability to add to the Housing Element plan now that the law has been adopted.  This is 

especially important since this Housing Element will govern land use patterns for eight years into the 

future.  (Other regions that will be doing their Housing Element documents after this year will be able to 

incorporate SB 9 into their plans for their coming eight-year cycles.)   

It was sent to Rules, Elections and Intergovernmental Relations Committee on 11/2. 

CF20-1536 - STAP PROGRAM :   

https://eng2.lacity.org/techdocs/emg/stap/Notice%20of%20Availability-Notice%20of%20Intent.pdf 

Draft MND can be viewed on the Bureau of Engineering website at: https://eng.lacity.org/about-

us/divisions/environmental- 



The Bureau of Engineering issued a Mitigated Negative Declaration for the STAP / Digital Ad Street 

Furniture Program on October 14th for a 30-day review period ending on November 12th.  Comments 

must be submitted by November 12th. This did not allow time for adequate consideration by councils, 

many of whom would have received the MND after their October meeting.    

Motion:   

The Westside Neighborhood Council, while recognizing and strongly supporting the need for an 

expanded transit shelter program, believes that given the scope of the proposed project and the many 

potential impacts of digital signage on public safety, that it is inappropriate to seek clearance of the 

program through a Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND).  Rather, the Westside Neighborhood Council 

recommends that a full Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the program be done to identify possible 

negative impacts on public safety and the environment and to determine if mitigations can address these 

impacts or whether a project alternative is the best course of action.   

 

Transit shelters must focus on providing shade and shelter to Angelenos riding on the City's busiest 

transit lines where the highest numbers of riders are exposed to heat and the sun's UV rays (as well as to 

rain when we have it).   Expanding the program to provide structures that cover more than 3,000 

proposed locations should be explored.  3,000 shelters do not cover half of the City's transit stops.   

BACKGROUND:  The 20-year contract for the current citywide street furniture program is due to expire at 

the end of 2021.  The StreetsLA/Public Works staff have been working to identify a replacement program 

that would increase transit shelter coverage and raise revenues for the City. It envisioned a partnership 

with a private company and did outreach to potential vendors.  It issued a program RFP last November 

and as a result of the screening of those vendors who replied, there are now two finalists vying to "win" 

the contract.  (Unlike in the current program, the Council passed a motion that allows for the possibility 

that more than one vendor could be selected to participate in the program.) 

There are a number of important program details that have not been released to the public to assist in our 

being able to evaluate the program.  The City has not indicated whether it plans to own the shelters 

outright (and how they would pay for them), whether they seek to own a percentage of the shelters or 

whether the vendor(s) will retain ownership.  While a display of sample shelters was moved to various 

locations around the City, those viewing the sample shelters were unaware that the City instructed the 

vendors to display their most sophisticated and expensive model of the 6 models that they submitted to 

the City.  What is the intention of the City in terms of the types of shelters to be selected?  Can the City 

get better coverage of more transit stops with less sophisticated and costly shelters?  There remain 

significant concerns about the targeting of communities for digital shelters where revenues to be earned 

will be greatest.  It is understood that those locations where revenues would be low will receive 

recycled/refurbished shelters from the current program with NO digital screens and NO advertisements at 

all.   

The projected 3,000 new bus shelters will each feature what many consider to be dangerous and 

distracting digital ad screens.  Instead of conducting an environmental impact study on the digital screen 

installation effort as promised, City officials have moved forward with a "mitigated negative declaration" 

(MND), and in doing so conclude that the environmental impacts of this program with its digital signage 

were negligible and did not warrant further study. There are many problems with this conclusion: 

 It underestimates the impact of driver distraction. The MND relies on outdated research, ignoring better 

and more recent studies showing conclusively that digital billboards contribute to traffic accidents. 

Pedestrian accident data shows that fatalities are higher near bus shelters that have static advertising.  

The MND underestimates the visual impacts of digital ad screens and public attitudes towards them. 

Public opinion on digital ad screens is far more negative than the report states. 



It relies on false assumptions to underestimate power usage. The report is built on the false assumption 

that the signs will only operate 12 hours per day, even though plans call for them to operate 24 hours per 

day. Even at the lower rate, the energy usage for this project is equivalent to that of 1,370 LA homes. 

CF 21-0979 Coordinated Street Furniture Program Public Toilet Transition Plan 

file:///C:/Users/tmtip/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/KV6G6XV9/Toilets%2

021-0979_rpt_BSS_11-03-21.pdf 

The present contract to maintain city public toilets with JC Deaux expires next month.  The city transition 

includes: 

1. Instruct the City Administrative Officer (CAO) to identify $2,185,030 in funding for the six-month 

temporary toilet transition plan.  

2. Instruct StreetsLA, in consultation with relevant departments, to select a permanent toilet to replace the 

temporary toilets at the 14 sites 

Motion: 

The WNC supports CF21-0979 

file:///C:/Users/tmtip/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/KV6G6XV9/Toilets%2021-0979_rpt_BSS_11-03-21.pdf
file:///C:/Users/tmtip/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/KV6G6XV9/Toilets%2021-0979_rpt_BSS_11-03-21.pdf

