
Westside Neighborhood Council Governing Board/Stakeholder Meeting 

Minutes of Meeting:   January 12, 2023 - Thursday 6:00 P.M. 

Meeting conducted on Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87409197100 

 

1. WELCOMING REMARKS  

    • Call to Order  - Chair Terri Tippit, welcomed everyone and called the meeting to   

      order at 6:03 pm. 

 

    • Roll Call – Chair Tippit called the roster.  The following members were in attendance   

      and present for the meeting:  Seat 1-Jae Wu, Seat 2-Lisa Morocco, Seat 3-Jeff  

      Hronek, Seat 4-Kim Christensen arrived at 6:07, Seat 5 – Louis Schillace, Seat 6-  

      Vicki Curry, Seat 7- Barbara Broide, Seat 8-Terri Tippit, Seat 9- Sean McMillan,  

      Seat 10- 10 Alternate Celeste Wolf in attendance until 6:26.  Seat 10 Galina Atencio 

      seated at 6:26, Seat 11- Mary Kusnic arrived at 7 pm, Seat 12-Margaret Gillespie  

      ABSENT, Seat 13-Jane Wishon, Seat 14-Shannon Burns, Seat 15-Lindsay Shay  

      arrived at 6:26, Seat 16- Karriann Hinds, Seat 17-Joanne Dorfman, Seat 18- 

      Joseph Roth, Seat 19- Jacob Adler-ABSENT 

 

       Government representatives in attendance:  Lindsay Horvath- LA County  

       Supervisor, Zac ____-County Supervisor’s office, Patty Macias-CD 5 Deputy, Rick  

       Chavez Zbur- Assemblymember, 

 

        Before proceeding with the agenda, Chair Tippit introduced the new electeds who  

        will be representing areas in the Westside Neighborhood Council boundaries.   

 

        County Supervisor Lindsey Horvath introduced her staff member Zac ____ and 

explained that she will have having three offices in the district. She indicated that Nick 

will be assisting with calendaring and scheduling. During the brief Q & A/discussion, 

Board member Broide mentioned the Metro Transportation Communications Network to 

put it “on her radar.”  Chair Tippit informed the Supervisor about Pick Pico and invited 

her to join her fellow electeds to attend and have a table. Ms. Horvath indicated that the 

office is establishing priorities and is dedicated to the continuing development of a 

regional transportation network.   

 

 Assemblymember Rick Chavez Zbur is new to the State Assembly after 

serving in many positions on community organizations/non-profits over the years.  He 

recognized the WNC for our 20 years of community-serving efforts and introduced his 

local staff.  He was speaking from Sacramento during our meeting.  Field staff:  Robert 

Oliver, District Director and former Field Representative for Senator Feinstein, Field 

Representative Hannah Wenger.  The Assemblymember outlined his main priorities:  

Homelessness and Housing, Climate Change, Reproductive Choice, Abortion Rights, 

Civil Rights and Social Justice.  He indicated that Advisory Committees on key topics 

will be forming in a couple of weeks.  He is working on his bill package which must be 
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complete in 2 weeks and will focus on housing and homelessness, climate change and 

protecting neighborhoods (?).  During comments, Board member McMillan mentioned 

Measure HH and local efforts addressing homelessness.  Board member Broide 

expressed the community’s concerns over one-size-fits-all land use and planning 

legislation the is coming out of the State legislature in Sacramento. The 

Assemblymember replied that he sees the need for more housing and that this is an 

environmental and social justice issue while also acknowledging that it is important to 

preserve the character of single family neighborhoods. Alternate Celeste Wolf informed 

the Assemblymember about the issues related to construction of TOC projects with 

inadequate parking and the impact on residential streets that has inspired an effort to 

find a sponsor for state legislation to prohibit occupants of TOC projects from being able 

to gain access to parking in nearby residential preferential parking districts. Century 

Glen President Sheida Ashley mentioned that she is working on the bill proposal and 

would be forwarding the info to the Assemblymember’s office. 

 

 

2. ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS:  

a. Review and adoption November 10, 2022 minutes  

    Motion by Jae Wu, Seat 1 

    Motion seconded by Lisa Morocco, Seat 2 

    Motion approved 13-0-3.  Abstaining were Seats 5, 14,17. 

 

NOTE:  Seat 10 Board member Galena Atencio arrived at 6:26 pm. 

Alternate Celeste Wolf is moved into audience participant role. 

     

b. Treasurer, Shannon Burns  

     • Monthly Treasurer’s report on WNC’s Funding Program account, including  

       review and approval of Purchase Card’s monthly statement--MER for         

       November and December 2022.  (See attached report for all details) 

     

      MER for November 2022 with starting balance of $ 30,307.42, expenses of  

       38.21 for a net available balance of $ 25,368.51.   

       Motion to approve the November MER as presented made by Shannon   

       Burns, Seat 14,  

       Motion seconded by Lisa Morocco, Seat 2 

       Motion approved 14-0-0 1 ineligible to vote. 

 

       MER for December 2022 with starting balance of $ 30, 268.51 with  

       expenditures of $ 4,938.91 leaving net available balance of $25,329.60. 

       Motion to approve the December MER as presented made by  

       Shannon Burns, seat 14 

       Motion seconded by Lisa Morocco, Seat 2 

       Motion approved 14-0-0.  1 ineligible to vote 



 

        It was reported that DONE still is expected to take $4,000 from our budget  

        balance fir a past expense never processed. 

 

3. COMMUNITY/GOVERNMENT REPORTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

a. LAPD, County and Other Government Depts./Agencies  

    WLAPD SLO Ballesteros reported that reports that compare past years are  

not yet available. He noted that crime this year to date is down 36.4% as compared to 

last year.  He reminded all to secure your vehicles to protect against vehicle theft.  He 

was contacted by CD 5 deputy Patricia Macias and they  will be working together re: 

homeless encampment issues.  He announced the WLAPD Crime Prevention Fair to be 

held 2/25 from 8 – 1 featuring catalytic converter etching, bike registration assistance, 

how to demonstration on securing child car seat.  Radio station 105.1 will be there 

broadcasting.  (It was subsequently learned that appointments will be taken for the cc 

etching.)   Board business seat rep Lisa Morocco informed Officer Ballesteros of two 

calls she had received from Pico Blvd. businesses who have reported needing police 

assistance that went unanswered – One a hit and run incident blocking a driveway and 

another of a homeless person harassing people.  The businesses contacted her 

seeking help because they have been unable to get a response when contacting LAPD.   

 

Board member Sean McMillan thanked Officer Ballesteros for his service and 

asked about issues related to teen behavior off-site, outdoors, adjacent  at the Westfield 

Century City Mall at the office tower grassy area.  He suggested that advice be given in 

the community that that area is not a safe place for youth/teens to congregate and 

parents should be warned that often when kids are dropped to hang out at the Mall 

especially in the evening, they are not doing so and instead are congregating elsewhere 

at dangerous “playground”  locations often between buildings on grassy areas: 1800 

and 1901 Avenue of the Stars.   Parental involvement is needed. 

 

Board member Jeff Hronek volunteered to assist with engraving at the Fair.  He 

reported that he has heard that KIAs are now being stolen.  He asked for a flyer for the 

Fair.  It will be emailed.   

 

Janet Turner, Field Deputy for Congressman Ted Lieu invited WNC 

constituents and Board to check out the Congressmember’s website for the 

Congressmember’s latest activities (lieu.house.gov) as he is now representing the WNC 

area as a result of redistricting with the exception of Century City and a small area of 

CA Country Club HOA.  She invited those in attendance to sign up for the district 

newsletter which can be done at the bottom of the first page of the website.  The 

Congressmember is very pleased about the fiscal year Omnibus appropriation bill which 

includes $ 20 million of community project funds, a $530 million increase in funding for 

veteran homeless assistance bringing the allocation to $2.7 million.  Also included are 

grants for related homeless, mental health and substance abuse programs.   



 

The question was raised as to whether WLA Homeless might be able to apply for 

any of those funds. 

 

Additional priorities funded include:  Chronic disease education (increased from 

$3 million to $4.5 million), $25 million in grants to fight hate crimes, funding for US-Israel 

defense cooperation, women’s business centers, Pell grant increases. 

 

Janet shared that she and the Congressmember appreciate our service.  She is 

a former chair of he Pacific Palisades Community Council and as such is familiar with 

the types of work that the WNC does and the issues we face.  She reminded us that 

their office handles FEDERAL issues and invited constituents to contact her as 

appropriate:  janet.turner@mail.house.gov 

 

Janet will connect with Sean and will get him in touch with the Lieu staff handling 

homeless, housing and health issues. 

 

Question:  Jane would like to  know who the rep is from Sydney Kamlager’s 

office now that  she represents part of  the CA Country Club HOA area in Congress. 

 

Comment/Concern:  Joseph reported on the sometime sporadic nature of US 

Postal Service mail delivery.  Janet explained that the post office has a huge staffing 

shortfall  They have the funds to hire but are finding that people are not interested in the 

positions.  If a constituent is not getting mail by the third day, contact their office.  They 

have a Congressional liaison who then takes complaints to the District Manager’s office.   

She noted that if a home has a DOG, and if the dog scares the carrier, they will not and 

are not required to deliver mail to that location.  There is a ZERO tolerance for dealing 

with dogs who are aggressive with postal carriers and there is nothing can be done to 

solve a problem with mail delivery if there is a dog hostile to a carrier as too many 

carriers have been attacked by dogs.  If there are problems with mail theft notify them 

immediately so that the change of a master lock can be expedited. 

 

 Robert Oliver, District Director for Assemblymember Rick Zbur introduced 

himself.  Many are familiar with him as he formerly worked in Paul Koretz’s office.  He 

grew up in LA and explained that quality of life issues are important to him.  He served 

as a West Hollywood Public Safety Commissioner.   

 

 The district office staff is small:  3 staff.  They cover 15 neighborhood councils 

and 4 cities.  Robert can be contacted at:  Robert.oliver@asm.ca.gov.  The local field 

deputy handling the area west of Beverly Hills is Hannah Wenger.  She can be 

contacted at Hannah.wenger@asm.ca.gov. 
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 Hannah congratulated the WNC on 20 years of service to the community and 

stated that she is excited to work with us. 

 

 The Assemblymember introduced two bills on his first day in office targeting 

protecting LGBTQ students and providing cultural competence education /training for 

teachers.  Promotion of offshore wind energy and its storage, addressing lithium reserve 

needs are also a priority.  The office is interested in hearing from constituents who have 

legislative ideas as to how to improve public safety and on improving the local economy. 

 

 Our new LA City CD 5 deputy is Patty Macias.  She comes to us with 

background/experience working in the State Senate.  She can be reached at:  

patricia.macias@lacity.org 

 

 NOTE:  Board Member Kusnik arrived 7 pm. 

 

 Barbara asked to put the CD 5 office on alert because they are meant to be 

receiving a list of proposed STAP digital transit shelter locations and will have only 30 

days for review and to return the list to StreetsLA.  She wants the council office to know 

that there is community interest in the review of the list.  We do not know when it is to 

be sent to the office. 

 

 Patty explained that Councilmember Yaroslavsky is not happy with the current 

district office location/setting and that they will be looking for a more storefront-type 

location.   

 

4. PRESENTATION (including discussion and possible action items):  

 

a. Update Rancho Park Golf Course Concession-new pro shop, restaurant, par   

Carts. This item removed from agenda to be rescheduled. 

  

b. 2600 Sepulveda - 55 unit 5 story apt building update, 46 parking spaces, 41 

bike spaces, 10% low income units 

Regency Midland Construction Inc.  310 671-0162 

Issues discussed include:  the need for a traffic signal at the corner of 

Richland/Sepulveda, width of Richland and difficulties with access to the 

building and to the neighborhood, unsuccessful efforts to widen the street, 

parking restriction on one side of Richland.  Future problems foreseen. 

 

Questions raised:  Rooftop dick?  Impacts on properties adjacent?   

Mix of low income units?  uniform distribution 

Balconies at rear:  request removal 

Request drawings of rear of building 
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5. BOARD REPORTS 

a. Chair, Terri Tippit  - no Chair’s report 

 

b. Outreach, Lisa Morocco  - Pick Pico Jan. 11th meeting.  Save the date for the   

    May 21st event.  Hold Saturday, May 20th for set-up activities 

 

c. Homeless Committee, Sean McMillan congratulated Mayor Bass and   

Councilmember Yaroslvsky for setting a new tone in the efforts to combat 

homelessness.  Sean can feel a difference.  Locally many volunteers and 

stakeholders were involved in the winter WLA Homeless initiatives to gather 

winter clothing and supplies.  He announced the WLA Homeless Count date 

of January 25th and invited all to sign up on the portal:  LAHSA.org.  He 

reported that every Thursday WLA Homeless.org provides mobile shower 

facilities at Cotner and Missouri Avenues.  This is a weekly activity staffed by 

local volunteers and the People Concern staff by the WLA Homeless group.  

Staff make contact with the homeless who come which helps to build ongoing 

relationships and trust that allow support and help to be given.  He reported 

that a community cleanup program is being piloted/organized with a test run 

Jan 28.  Volunteers cannot clean up encampments, but can clean up 

discarded items.   

 

d. Safety Committee, Jeff Hronek – Jeff reminded all “Don’t let your guard 

down.”   He reported that many rely upon WhatsAPP and Group me to share 

information. He recounted a story about an older women being robbed after 

visiting the bank.  Her purse was grabbed.  Be cautious. 

 

e. WRAC, Jane Wishon—no items for January / no WRAC meeting Dec. 

 

f. Land Use Planning Committee, Barbara Broide and Kim Christensen  

   • Updates on Planning issues.  Kim reported on upcoming Metro outreach  

    sessions about the Metro Sepulveda Pass project.  The local “in person”   

    open house will be held at the Westwood Methodist Church on 1/24 from 5-8   

    pm.  They will take and receive public comments there (and after).  Subway  

    geologic boring work is ongoing in the area.  She reported that the Planning     

    Dept. has released the appointees to the Community Plan Advisory Committee  

    and the WNC has a representative on that group.  No meeting date has been  

               announced.   

 

    Barbara reported on two active Council Files that are of interest to our   

               Communities 

 

g. Consent Calendar –Sustainability & Transportation CIS Proposals-no items for  

      January  



 

6. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

 

 Board Member Vicki Curry noted that there is much yet to figure out regarding  

           the holding of in-person meetings, location confirmation, etc. 

            

 

7. ADJOURNMENT: 

 Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Jane Wishon, Seat 13 

           Motion seconded by Jae Wu, Seat 1 

           Motion passed 16-0-0 and meeting adjourned at 7:56 PM 
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